
 

 

Sometimes we feel small in comparison to the problems 
and challenges we face. What can one person do? I opened 
my news app today and read that the war in Ukraine is 
intensifying, the economy’s steering towards negative 
territory, the number of mass shootings in 2023 has been 
greater than usual, our planet suffers from devastating 
weather patterns and many more! The news that got to me 
was about a former teacher who now works at Costco. She 
raves that she feels more relaxed, energized and on the 
whole, “her life is much better.” I was feeling sorry for her 
and all the teachers who relate to this person.  

This article came from Buzzfeed so it’s not a serious news 
outlet like the Post or WSJ. However, after reading this 
piece I felt helpless and hopeless. Educating our children is 
a way to ensure a consistent and hopeful future. But if 
educators dread teaching and find working at retail stores 
more fulfilling, then our education system needs a lot of 
work to say the least. I’m sure this story was anecdotal and 
does not portray the whole field, but it felt like the straw 
that broke the camel’s back. I felt helpless and 
overwhelmed. 

One of the new year’s resolutions suggested in the news, 
was turning off the news. That’s a great idea, but it doesn’t 
solve the issue at hand. In times like these, I feel like all we 
have is prayer. We can only look up and ask for grace from 
the merciful God above. 
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We’re approaching the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday is Feb 22nd. Our tradition 
of taking 40 days to pray, reflect, fast, and humble ourselves before God and 
others originates from Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness. When I read that story 
in Matthew 4, Jesus became vulnerable and weak to show us our true state of 
existence. His wilderness story captures the essence of prayer- we’re utterly 
dependent on God. 

Let’s journey through Lent being 
mindful of prayers. I invite you to a 
period of prayer as if all we have is 
prayer.  A curious thing happens 
when we pray. We start to see hope. 
Alternative solutions become visible. 
Without outward evidence we get a 
sense that God heard us and is 
acting to answer those prayers. 
Instead of despair, joy seeps in. 
Instead of numbness, vitality is felt. 
Deep inside we’re assured that God 
answers prayers - we matter. 

I also invite you to join our Tuesday morning prayer group that meets at 8am! 
It’s a wonderful way to start the day and also lift up our family, friends, 
neighbors, co-workers and church members. Please consider joining Sunday 
School or Tues/Thursday Bible Study for Lent. We not only pray for one another, 
but search the Scriptures for hope, love, and the ways of God so that we have 
faith to thrive today. 

Please pray for wisdom for the Wesley Housing project. We are still discerning to 
go forward with the proposal. May God continue to lead us to help us find the 
right motivations, means and purpose. We need God’s mercy to interact and 
inform our neighbors. All we have is prayer. 

Also pray for the capital campaign, Raise the Roof. We’re launching it 
at the end of February. It’s to replace the roofs of the education hall 
and the parsonage. Plus, it’s to replace the AC unit under the 
fellowship hall. Due to covid and related circumstances we have not 
been able to address these pressing needs.  

Looking forward to journeying with you through Lent with prayers, 
meditations and hope. 

In God’s grace,  Pastor Keith  

When All We have is Prayer (continued) 
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Please come 

February 15 at 

6pm, for food, fellowship 

and fun!   
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News from The Closet 

 

PRESIDENT’S QUARTERLY REPORT  

Gene Wiley, President  

January 18, 2023    

NEW SALES REVENUE RECORD – In 2022, The Closet had $1,163,588 in sales rev-

enue, a new annual record. The previous year, also a record high, was $1,067,324. 

This year sales hit the million dollar mark a whole month early, in November. Con-

gratulations to Store Manager Tempestt Harmon and the Closet Team for their hard 

work and dedication for making this remarkable achievement possible!    

PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CLOSET – Store Manager Tempestt Harmon 

and her team, with assistance from the Facilities Committee, made significant im-

provements in the physical space in the store in 2022. Congratulations to Tempestt 

and her team, and the Facilities Committee, for envisioning these improvements and 

following through with their implementation. Thanks also to the Board and the Exec-

utive Committee for supporting these improvements with fund authorizations. All are 

working together to make The Closet an attractive and safe place to work and shop.    

NEED A SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY – Rachel Williams has 

stepped down as Scholarship Director. She did an admirable job in this position and 

we owe her our heartfelt thanks. Planning and organizing needs to begin on scholar-

ships so that presentations can be made in May-June of this year. If you feel called to 

serve in this important position, please contact me as soon as possible. We still have 

an Executive Committee officer vacancy - Secretary. Furthermore, the positions of Fi-

nance Officer, Treasurer, and one Officer at Large are interim positions - held on a 

temporary basis until a permanent replacement can be identified. I need to appoint 

Board members to these positions. Please seriously consider if you can support The 

Closet by serving in one of these positions and contact me.    

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! – Thank you to those of you coming to The Closet to 

assist Store Manager Tempestt Harmon and her staff. Many changes have taken place 

at The Closet this past year. Encourage your volunteers in your congregation to stop 

by the store and see for themselves. I hope they will soon be joining you in helping out 

at The Closet. Stay well and stay safe.     
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towels, cleaning products, and toiletry 

Mobile Food Pantry –January 10th! 

Join us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month  

from 9:30 am – 12 pm at Christ the Redeemer! 

January 22nd
favorite grocery store to give to families in need.  Buy Grocery store cards in small denominations 
so that LINK can include them in the grocery bags that are delivered to the families.  
cards over $25.

If you prefer to write a check, make the check payable to 
memo line and your name on the lower
the secure box under the overhang at church or mail your

Next chance for 

us to help:  

February 14th! 
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Bible Study Groups 

Join us www.dranesvilleumc.org/Connect 

Tuesday Evenings or Thursday Mornings 

The roots of Judaism reach back to the 

Hebrew Bible—also known as the Old 

Testament by Christians. For thousands of 

years, Jews have looked to these scriptures for 

their origins, and have located in them the 

tenets of their faith. The Bible provides Jews reasons for sadness and joy, wisdom, and 

most of all, a profound belief in what God expects of them and has promised to them. 

Bible Study  for Lent is Beginnings of Judaism.  Professor Isaiah M. Gafni of The Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem explores the evolution of an ancient faith  and we discover a 

tradition of vigorous and joyous debate—where reinterpretation coexists with profound 

acceptance of the original instructions from God regarding the practice of faith. 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 7PM  Zoom info:  Zoom link for Tues Evening Bible Study   

Thursday Morning Bible Study: 10am  Zoom Info:  Zoom link for Thurs Morning Study  

Sermon series for the New Year:  Enter 

the Kingdom of God  

This set of sermons examines salvation from the 

Gospel of Matthew. The psalmist calls us to sing a new 

song for God has done wonders. This is not hope in 

the future, but a recognition of God’s work in the past 

which continues today and into the new year. 

Adult Sunday School 

NOOMA 
NOOMA is a series of short films that explore our world from a 
perspective of Jesus. NOOMA is an invitation to search, question, 
and join the discussion.  These videos are “reruns” for our class, 
having previously studied the series in 2008. The name NOOMA 
comes from a phonetic spelling of the Greek word πνευμα 
(pneuma), meaning "wind or spirit“. 

Please join us at 9:00 on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall starting on 
Sunday 08 January 2023.  Due to scheduling conflicts, the class may 
be conducted via Zoom only on certain Sundays. Please contact Ed 
to connect via Zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550947914
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89592356445
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February 

5  Holy Communion  

 Church Council Meeting 

12  Youth & Young Adult lunch @ Uncle Julio’s  

14  Mobile Food Pantry 

15  Wednesday Night Dinner—Mardi Gras theme 

22 Ash Wednesday – Worship at 7pm 

26  Scout Sunday 

 Even 4 Others Collection 

March 

5  Holy Communion 

12 Youth & Young Adult Lunch 

14  Mobile Food Pantry 

15  Wednesday Night Dinner—St. Patrick's Day 

22 Ash Wednesday – Worship at 7pm 

26 LINK Grocery Card Collection 

Every Week Join Us In Study and Prayer: 

Dranesvilleumc.org/connect 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ by  

feeding body, mind and soul.”  

Dranesville 
United Methodist Church       

Outstanding $635 in Grocery Gift Cards  

donated to LINK last month!   

Even 4 Others donations of food and goods for February,  can be placed in the bin 

outside the office anytime before worship, February 26th! 


