
 

 

Happy New Year! I am grateful to God for many blessings, 
opportunities, and challenges bestowed upon us as a 
community of faith.  Also, I’m inspired by your tremendous 
love and support each and every moment. We must 
appreciate what a wonderful family we have at Dranesville 
UMC and what a wonderful congregation we cherish. I’m 
proud to share life with you as family, friend and pastor.  It’s 
been a rare privilege to work with all of you.  I sincerely 
thank you for your sacrifices and commitment to our 
community. May God bless and reward you for your 
dedication and devotion to Him and to His community. 
Moreover, I recognize many blessings flow from your 
tolerance, patience, understanding, goodwill, and prayers.  
Thanks for your strong faith, smiles, and laughter which 
always encourage. I pray for a blessed, peaceful, and love 
filled New Year in 2023! 

Psalm 98:1:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has 
done marvelous things; His right hand and His holy 
arm have worked salvation for Him. (NIV) 

The psalmist calls us to sing a new song for God has done 
wonders. This is not hope in the future, but a recognition of 
God’s work in the past which continues today and into the 
new year. The work of salvation mentioned in the verse is 
the coming of Jesus and ushering in the Kingdom of God. 
For the New Year, I’m presenting the series, Enter the 
Kingdom of God. This set of sermons examines salvation 
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from the Gospel of Matthew.  

The assumptions of second Temple 
eschatology (end time view) influenced 
our understanding of salvation and thus 
the view of the Kingdom of God. The 
assumptions were: 

• The world is dominated by forces 
opposed to God. 

• The world will continue its hostility to 
God and thus will continue its path toward destruction. 

• God must intervene to stop these evil forces to save the world. 

• God will act decisively at the end to usher in the Kingdom of God in order to 
establish God’s reign forever. 

All these were true until the coming of Jesus. Jesus declared at the beginning of 
his ministry, “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand!” He started the process 
of ushering in the Kingdom with his ministry demonstrating conclusively his claim 
through his death and resurrection. Therefore, through Jesus, we are experiencing 
the intervention by God who is saving the world. The Kingdom of God is being 
established through us to change the world and establish God’s reign on earth. 

I started the series on Christmas day and it will continue until mid February. The 
focus is trying to identify all the ways God works in our days so that we experience 
the Kingdom daily. 

In Judaism, the practice of reciting the Shema prayer everyday, twice a day, is an 
affirmation of entering the Kingdom by putting on the yoke of commandments. 
They affirm their obligation to obey God everyday. Similarly, entering into the 
Kingdom for us is to affirm the Lordship of Jesus and to practice his teachings to 
experience the Kingdom daily. 

I pray that in the New Year, we have a greater recognition of God’s reign as we 
enter the Kingdom daily through practicing Jesus’ teachings with love, hope and 
grace. Let’s sing a new song for the marvelous work God has done! 

In God’s grace, 

Pastor Keith 

Enter the Kingdom of God (continued) 
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A big thank you to all who joined our caroling event at 

Dranesville after Sunday Worship on December 18th.  

We sang a few carols together, to members and friends 

on zoom and afterwards, carolers dropped by the 

residences of a few members of the Dranesville 

family.  What a wonderful way to share Christmas joy 

during the Advent season.   

CAROLING!   

 

Please come January 18th at 6pm, 

for food, fellowship and fun!   

We can’t wait to see you! 

To our amazing 
choirs for the 

wonderful blessing 
of Christmas 

music this season! 
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Brad grew up in rural Illinois and went to college at the Air Force Academy. He retired after a 30-year career in the Air 

Force, having picked up an MBA along the way. During the last 6 years, Brad  worked for the Pentagon. Brad was there 

on 9/11 and led his team and many others safely out of the burning building. Upon retirement, Brad became a contrac-

tor, first for DoD then for Homeland Security. 

After that he joined his wife in her retirement planning business, for about two years, attaining his Virginia Life and An-

nuity license. He then started working in the financial assistance world. He started at PenFed Foundation processing 

grant applications from disabled veterans for financial assistance. From there, he started teaching financial classes to 

service members getting ready to retire or separate from the military. Brad also became an Accredited Financial Coun-

selor (AFC®) and earned a Retirement Income Certified Professional (RICP®) designation. He was working at military 

bases teaching classes and providing individual counseling when he received his Call to shift  focus from serving the mil-

itary (who recognized the lack of financial literacy problem and is working to solve it) to serve God. Brad went to Wes-

ley Seminary in DC, where he just completed a Master of Divinity. He feels called to become a Deacon and serve God by 

helping His churches and children better steward their God -given resources.     

 

Dranesville UMC Town Hall   

January 15th 
 

Please join us after Worship (11:40 a.m.) on January 15, 2023 for a Town Hall information 

session with Brad Duty of the Virginia United Methodist Church Development Compa-

ny.  Brad is a Foundation Services Advisor, who met with members of Dranesville's Fi-

nance Committee and Pastor Keith this past summer, and offered to speak to the Dra-

nesville Church community about "tax efficient giving" for all ages. 

As you know, we have been discussing the need to take on several Capital Improvements to 

include the Education Wing and Parsonage Roof Replacements, as well as a new HVAC 

system for the lower level of the Fellowship Hall wing.  These improvements will allow 

Dranesville to continue to make our facilities available to our Church community as well as 

our neighbors; helping to serve God's greater glory. In the Finance Committee's conversa-

tions with Brad, he shared ideas on how our church 

community can maximize our giving so that a Capi-

tal Improvement Campaign is not a "hope", but a 

near-term reality. 

The Committee invites the entire Church community 

to join us January 15th as Brad shares his insights 

and answers any questions you may have on this 

topic.   

Brad will talk about tax efficient giving, for all ages, 

with different methods, and special tips for those 

over 70 with retirement accounts, and offer some 

tips on which kind of assets to leave to the church 

and which to leave to family.  He promises to explain 

all acronyms!  
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Kids Konnection Angel Tree 
 
Hello angels, 
 
Thank you so much for making Christmas so much brighter for the 
19 children that we adopted.  YOU have lifted their spirits more 
than you can imagine.  
 

Pastor Teri Mullen, founder of Kids Konnection, took a few photos once they landed 
back in DC with all of the presents. She is with her 2 adopted children.   They are 
adults now and are instrumental in helping serve the spiritual needs of Southeast D.C. 
They were delighted to meet Keith and could not say enough about the generosity we 
have shown over the years.   I do hope I can get some of the kids back to Dranesville 
for a visit! 
 
Many Blessings, 
Diane 
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Christmas Eve Service 2023 

Sunday Morning Christmas Service  
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News from The Closet 

Happy Holidays from The Closet's staff and volunteers 
to all of our customers and donors!  

I am pleased to report that the 2022 Everything Christmas event was a success, raising more 
than $8,700 to support The Closet’s grants and scholarship programs. This was our most successful 
Everything Christmas yet! 

As co-chair of the 2022 event, I want to sincerely and wholeheartedly thank all who made it such a 
resounding success: 

The coordinating committee: Betsy Rock, co-chair; Holly Hartge, volunteer coordinator; and Andrea 
Colette, Clover expert and cashier coordinator. Bill Arey, who handles publicity for The Closet, was a 
vital part of this group. 

Store Manager Tempestt Harmon. Her response to every request was positive and helpful. We were 
especially appreciative of her numerous visits to the Moose Lodge, her enthusiasm, and her offers of 
help and resources. We especially thank her for bringing the staff over on Friday to see the finished 
display. It heartened us to see the staff’s enthusiasm and appreciation for our hard work. They’re 
professionals at this stuff and so their compliments carried extra weight. We loved having staff re-
turn on their own to make additional purchases. It made the entire endeavor feel like a total team 
effort. 

Frank Duerst: Frank knows everything that’s knowable about what’s in storage, where, and how to 
find it. He helped us transfer approximately 350 bins of Christmas and gather up the necessary fix-
tures for display, including the old Clover machines. He also wisely encouraged us to rent a U-Haul 
truck to supplement The Closet’s truck for the storage unit unloading. Without complaint, he re-
trieved a dozen bins of unpriced linens early in the week. 

The Closet Intake Team. These folks are the unsung heroes of our 2022 success. They made the ini-
tial choices about which donations to accept and which to reject. They were our quality control team, 
weeding out the damaged, the junk and the schlock. We believe their decisions throughout 2022 on 
what went into those 300+ plastic bins enabled the volunteers to price quickly and efficiently and set 
up a sparkling display in the Moose Lodge. Additional evidence of their wise decisions is that we sold 
2/3 of the merchandise we displayed. 

Of course, our volunteers were wonderful. Thank you to Tempestt for sharing some of her regulars 
with us! We also discovered a few gems in this year’s crew, whom we hope to share with Tempestt. A 
core of about 17 or 18 helped multiple days, for 4-5 or even more hours each day.  Throughout the 
week, we had about 90 people volunteer. Truly, this could not have happened without their help. 

And finally, thanks to Betty Arey, who held down the toy fort throughout the week while I was at the 
Moose Lodge. I couldn’t have participated, much less co-chaired, the event if she hadn’t been there. 
The only reason the toy Christmas display at the Moose Lodge was finished by Thursday afternoon 
was that Betty came over on Thursday, our non-donation day, to focus on toys. Thank you, Betty! 

Sincerely, 

Laura Greenspan  
Co-Chair, 2022 Everything Christmas 
Nov. 21, 2022 
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towels, cleaning products, and toiletry 

Holiday Food Distribution 

Mobile Food Pantry –January 10th! 

Join us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month  

from 9:30 am – 12 pm at Christ the Redeemer! 

 

Here’s some pictures of  

December’s fun group! 

Great News!!  DUMC contributed $355 in 

Grocery cards collected in November for 

Thanksgiving and   

1,398 items to LINK in December!!!!  

January 22nd—LINK Grocery Card Collection—Please donate grocery gift cards from your 
favorite grocery store to give to families in need.  Buy Grocery store cards in small denominations 
so that LINK can include them in the grocery bags that are delivered to the families.  Please, no 
cards over $25. 

If you prefer to write a check, make the check payable to “Dranesville UMC” with “LINK” on the 
memo line and your name on the lower-left corner of the envelope. Drop off in the offering plate or 
the secure box under the overhang at church or mail your grocery gift card/check donation to: 

Dranesville UMC 
1089 Liberty Meeting Court 
Herndon, VA 20170-2359 
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Bible Study Groups 

Join us www.dranesvilleumc.org/Connect on Tuesday mornings or 

Thursday evenings.  

We'll be continuing the study "Proverbs: Pathways to Wisdom." 

The book of Proverbs is a book written for people like us—parents, 

children, friends, and coworkers. It's a collection of biblical sayings 

and wisdom that are intended to help us with practical matters in 

our lives. Inside we encounter the wise and the foolish, and 

instructions for the journey to find the wisdom that comes from God 

alone. 

Proverbs: Pathways to Wisdom explores the context, language, and 

interpretation of the book of Proverbs. Each chapter covers well 

known verses and examines prevalent themes throughout the book. 

From the fear of the Lord to the Woman of Valor in Proverbs 31, 

Hernández explores an array of verses and reveals literary and 

historical details that supply profound insight into familiar passages. 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 7PM Zoom info:  Zoom link for Tues Evening Bible Study   

Thursday Morning Bible Study:  10am Zoom Info:  Zoom link for Thurs Morning Bible Study  

Sermon series for the New Year:  Enter the Kingdom of God  

This set of sermons examines salvation from the 

Gospel of Matthew. The psalmist calls us to sing a 

new song for God has done wonders. This is not 

hope in the future, but a recognition of God’s work 

in the past which continues today and into the new 

year. 

Adult Sunday School 

NOOMA 
NOOMA is a series of short films that explore our world from a 
perspective of Jesus. NOOMA is an invitation to search, question, 
and join the discussion.  These videos are “reruns” for our class, 
having previously studied the series in 2008. The name NOOMA 
comes from a phonetic spelling of the Greek word πνευμα 
(pneuma), meaning "wind or spirit“. 

Please join us at 9:00 on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall starting on 
Sunday 08 January 2023.  Due to scheduling conflicts, the class may 
be conducted via Zoom only on certain Sundays. Please contact Ed 
to connect via Zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550947914
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89592356445
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Affordable Senior Housing Proposed for Dranesville 

As you know, Dranesville’ s leadership/vision teams have been exploring ways to reach out 

to the community, using the information we gleaned from the vision sessions with the con-

gregation in 2019.  COVID slowed Dranesville’ s efforts a bit but certainly not our intentions.  

One of the questions we posed was how we could use our church grounds to the betterment 

of the community.  In recent months, we offered up our classrooms for a possible pre-school 

(for reasons unrelated to DUMC, The Nest will not be using our spaces.).  We also partnered 

with All Ages Read Together to use two of our rooms for storage.  The Boy Scouts are back to 

using our facilities and we remain open to other community facing groups using our spaces.  

Beyond the church building, we also are exploring the creation of outdoor sacred spaces to 

include a labyrinth and columbarium near the Narthex.  

We also recently made a connection with the Wesley Housing Development Corporation, a 

non-profit organization which provides safe, quality, and affordable housing for vulnerable 

communities.  As background, Wesley Housing was established by a former schoolteacher, 

Virginia Peters, nearly 50 years ago.  In the early 1970’s a UMC task force identified the stag-

gering number of seniors in need of affordable housing and Ms. Peters felt called to fill that 

need.   

Affordable senior housing is one of the most pressing needs of the community. The aging 

Wesley Housing Concept Plan for Dranesville UMC 
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population is one of the fastest growing sectors of the community. Providing affordable sen-

ior housing is one part of meeting the needs of this growing population. Wesley Housing 

was founded int 1974 and is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing safe homes 

and promising opportunities. They have provided over 1,800 total housing units serving 

over 3,100 residents. They also provide comprehensive property management teams for 

their properties. 

Our initial discussions with Wesley Housing started with a look at Dranesville’ s church 

grounds and whether housing on the property was even feasible.  Although still very much 

in the "thinking out loud" stage, Wesley proposed working with Fairfax County on the per-

mit process to help us answer that question.  As a result, Dranesville United Methodist 

Church, along with Wesley Housing have applied for a Special Site Permit Application to 

Fairfax County proposing to develop up to 90 units of affordable senior housing on the Dra-

nesville United Methodist Church property.  Preliminary review by the Fairfax County 

Board of Supervisors has found sufficient merit in the proposals to warrant further review 

by County Staff.  The partnership with Wesley Housing must still be adopted by the mem-

bers and leadership of Dranesville UMC and Wesley Housing leadership.   

The concept plan has been developed by Wesley 

Housing consultants.  It consists of up to 90 

housing units in a five-story building proposed 

for the hill on DUMC property overlooking 

Route 7.  Wesley housing will bear all the costs 

of development, including zoning approval, 

land lease, design, and construction (See Con-

cept Plan). Wesley Housing will operate the fa-

cility and will provide resident managers, 

maintenance, and other costs.   

DUMC will lease the property to Wesley Hous-

ing on a long-term basis.  The income to DUMC 

from Wesley Housing will be used for church 

operating costs including, but not limited to; 

mortgage payments, utilities, maintenance and 

repairs, and mission projects.   

Fairfax County will notify our neighbors of the project.  The County will hold public meet-

ings to address the project.  Wesley Housing and DUMC will have an opportunity to pro-

vide relevant information to our neighbors at the meetings.  Wesley Housing and DUMC 

will also submit application to the county Board of Zoning to amend the zoning of out prop-

erty to allow the proposed development.  Final approval of the zoning amendment and the 

project is subject to action by the county Board of Supervisors   

For DUMC, this project will be a major contributor to our missions in the local community.  

DUMC will become part of the growing mission of Methodist Churches in Virginia and else-
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where, who are dedicating part of their assets to assisting local communities to provide af-

fordable housing and other support.  Going forward, the DUMC Trustees and Admin Coun-

cil will need to approve the project and it will be submitted to the Church Council for review 

and approval. 

Some questions that have been asked include: 

What is the timeline for the project:  DUMC will be providing project briefings from 

Church leadership and at town hall meetings in January and February.  Wesley 

Housing will be preparing information for the zoning amendment application and 

to address county staff questions over the next couple of months.  Fairfax County 

has provided a timeline on their process that has already started and is expected to 

culminate in Board of Supervisors review and approval in late 2023 or early 2024.  

The county has not provided specific dates beyond an initial Board of Supervisors 

approval to add the project to the county work plan anticipated in March 2023.  At 

this point we do not anticipate construction starting until 2024 or beyond.   

Who pays for the development, design, construction, and 

operating costs of the housing units?  All costs will be borne 

by Wesley Housing. 

How will our neighbors be informed about the project?  

Fairfax County will notify our neighbors by letter.  They 

will also conduct public meetings to inform or neighbors of 

the impacts of the project.  The public, as well as DUMC 

and Wesley Housing, will have the opportunity to provide 

input during the public meetings. 

What impact will the project have on traffic on Sugarland 

Road and other roads in the neighborhood?  One significant 

part of the zoning application will be a traffic study com-

missioned by Wesley Housing to address the impacts of the 

project on traffic and other areas of the environment.   

What benefit does DUMC gain from the project?  Our main goal is to minister to the 

community by facilitating affordable senior housing to residents of Fairfax and 

Loudoun counties.  A secondary goal is to facilitate growing our congregation and 

provide opportunities for other mission projects in the community.   

What benefit does Wesley Housing gain from the project?  For Wesley Housing, this 

project is another opportunity to meet their mission of providing affordable hous-

ing in the Washington, DC area.   

DUMC will be providing other information to the congregation during briefings from 

church leadership and  Town Hall meetings to discuss the project.   

If you have any question on the project, please contact Bill Bliven, Beth Hitchings, or Pastor Keith 
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Dear Dranesville, 
  
All of us at AART are grateful to have you supporting our mission in providing free preschool clas-
ses to children and families living in under-resourced communities throughout Northern Virginia!  
  

Since January 01, 2022, AART supporters have -  
 

Given monetarily to fully fund 5 school-year classes with individual donations & 
ticket purchases. 71% of those were $200.00 or less! 
  

Donated over 825 volunteer hours in classes, events, and professional ser-
vices. Classroom volunteers provide invaluable support to AART students! 
 

Donated over 17 community locations in Northern Virginia for 24 school-year clas-
ses and 6 summer classes. This puts thousands of dollars back into our program in-
stead of paying rent!  

 
https://vimeo.com/allagesreadtogether/eoy2022 
 

From all of us at AART, we wish you a winter holiday filled with love, laughter, and joy!  
 

With gratitude,   
Michelle Sullivan, Executive Director  

In addition, our Dranesville UMC congregation supports AART by providing storage and work space 
for them to assemble materials used in their programs.  We also provide meeting space for some of 

their larger meetings and work sessions.  Great job! 
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January 

1  Holy Communion  

8 Taking down decorations and Youth lunch 

10 Mobile Food Pantry 

15  DUMC Town Hall 

18 Wednesday Night Dinner 

22  Grocery Card Collection 

29  Hymn Sing  

 

February 

5 Holy Communion  

14  Mobile Food Pantry 

15  Wednesday Night Dinner 

22 Ash Wednesday – Worship at 7pm 

Every Week Join Us In Study and Prayer: 

Dranesvilleumc.org/connect 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ by  

feeding body, mind and soul.”  

Dranesville 
United Methodist Church       

Note of Gratitude 

Dear DUMC family, 

The church staff would like to thank the Dranesville family for their generous love 

gifts this holiday season.  We are truly blessed to be able to work with you for God 

and God’s people.  We wish you all a very happy and healthy 2023! 

With wishes for blessing to you,  Pastor Keith, Susan, Kim and Sharon  


