
 

 

We just finished our Stewardship drive for 
2022! Thanks so much for submitting 
pledge cards. We’re grateful for your 
partnership in ministry. Also I want to 
extend our gratitude to the Finance 
Committee for organizing and presenting 
speakers for the drive. Our thanks goes out 
to Beth Hitchings for organizing and to 

Tom Hitchings, Carol Owens, Bill Bliven, and Sheryl Clark 
for presenting at the service.  Also Sharon, our 
administrator, for designing the Estimate of Giving cards. 
 
Our church, especially the leaders in our Finance 
Committee, are wonderful in maximizing our financial 
resources to keep Dranesville thriving. I talked about the 
Strengths of Small Congregations in the Oct 30th service. 
Two strengths I’ve mentioned are the Ikea Effect, where a 
church has a high participation rate, and Empowering the 
Individuals, when a church empowers individuals for 
service. These are ‘superpowers’ of small congregations.  
 
In the same webinar there were two more strengths 
mentioned. One is Unleashing MacGyver and two is Playing 
Community Theater and Not Hollywood. Remember the TV 
show MacGyver? He would take a minimal set of tools with 
limited resources to solve problems. Some call this 
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stretching our resources. I’m 
amazed, not just at our church 
but in most small congregations, 
where leaders and members take 
limited resources to do something 
amazing for the community. Our 
leaders do a tremendous job in 
stretching our finances to create 
MacGyver results. We’re grateful 
for their creativity and effort! 
 
The second one, Playing 
Community Theater, also 
exemplifies the concerted input of 
all the members to create a 
masterful work of art for the 
greater community. The 
audiences of blockbuster movies 
produced by Hollywood expect 
high production value 
entertainment. The special effects 
have to be perfect. The actors 
have to put on tremendous 
performances. The set must look 
realistic and at the same time 
imaginative. Music, costumes, 
make-up, editing, and other 
elements of film must be superb. Otherwise the audience frowns upon the film. 
While for community theater, the audience is more forgiving. Actually they are full 
of grace and tend to appreciate the show put on by their peers. In Dranesville’s case, 
we have excellent leaders and members who give all they have to nurture and grow 
our community and we have the similar community theater feel where we have fun 
and joy in lifting up one another to bring glory to God. 
 
Thank you for your time, talent, and treasure in supporting Dranesville in 2022. We 
will continue to prudently and creatively steward all donated resources for the 
Kingdom of God! 
 
With God’s grace, 
Pastor Keith 

Strengths of Small Congregations in Stewardship (continued) 
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This may not seem like a big deal but it 

sure is to our mowing team!!  This new 

mower will cut the mow time in half!!  It 

has “zero” turn radius and with the engine 

low in the back, it’s more stable for our 

scenic but risky hills!   

 

 

Tuesday’s arrival was met by a few favorite fans who tried it out.  

Even Pastor Keith is considering joining the  mow team—don’t 

quit your day job! 
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If you would like to 

get in on this fun, 

contact one of the 

Barr’s.  Laurie looks 

great and so will 

you!!  Or, if indoor 

work is more your 

style, join the zoom 

team!  

GOOD BYE! 

 

Check it out! 

Taking a Closer Look! 

Wahoo!!!! 
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Dranesville UMC Town Hall  (date TBD) 
Please join us in January for a Town Hall information session with Brad Duty of the Virginia Unit-

ed Methodist Church Development Company.  Brad is a Foundation Services Advisor, who met 

with members of Dranesville's Finance Committee and Pastor Keith this past summer, and offered 

to speak to the Dranesville Church community about "tax efficient giving" for all ages.    

As you know, we have been discussing the need to take on several Capital Improvements to in-

clude the Education Wing and Parsonage Roof Replacements, as well as a new HVAC system for 

the lower level of the Fellowship Hall wing.  These improvements will allow Dranesville to contin-

ue to make our facilities available to our Church community as well as our neighbors; helping to 

serve God's greater glory. In the Finance Committee's conversations with Brad, he shared ideas on 

how our church community can maximize our giving so that a Capital Improvement Campaign is 

not a "hope", but a near-term reality. 

The Committee invites the entire Church community to join us in January as Brad shares his in-

sights and answers any questions you may have on this topic.   

Adult Sunday School 

Join us Sundays at 9:00 in the Fellowship Hall or contact Ed to connect 

via Zoom. 

Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent, a four-

week Advent study by Susan Robb, explores the four angelic visits sur-

rounding the birth of Jesus with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shep-

herds. In this study, the reader will explore the visits and dive deep into 

the history of the angel Gabriel–and other angels–in the Old Testa-

ment. Angels of Christmas uses these four angelic appearances to discuss 

God’s presence in history and our lives today. The messages of the angels 

hold meaning for listeners both then and now.  

Bible Study Groups 

Join us www.dranesvilleumc.org/Connect on Tuesday mornings or 

Thursday evenings.  

Learn the meaning behind the names of Christ and the difference He 

makes in our lives this Christmas.  Prepare to receive Christ this Advent 

with the message of John the Baptist and best-selling author and pas-

tor Adam Hamilton in Prepare the Way for the Lord. 

For centuries, Christians have turned to the story and message of John 

the Baptist in the weeks leading up to Christmas. In Prepare the Way 

for the Lord: Advent and the Message of John the Baptist, best-selling 

author and pastor Adam Hamilton explores the Advent themes of 

John’s life and ministry, and how John calls all followers of Jesus to prepare our hearts for his com-

ing. 

In each of the Gospels, the story of Jesus is intertwined with that of his cousin John, the one whom 

the prophets foretold would come to “prepare the way of the Lord.” When we hear the mes-

sage of John the Baptist, it makes us and our world ready to receive Christ.  
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Let’s talk about Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) and the associated required minimum distributions 
(RMD). Here are six things churches (and their donors) ought to know: 
 

1. INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS HAVE COME OF AGE 
(MIDDLE-AGE) 
IRAs have been around since 1974, though in the beginning, they 
were only for folks who didn’t have any other pension coverage. A 
bill in 1981 made all workers and their spouses eligible for these 
accounts. That’s a solid 40+ years that people have been putting 
money away, without having to pay federal taxes on it (that part is 
important). 
 

2. YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU, OR LEAVE YOUR MONEY THERE FOREVER 
The understanding was that those folks could access that money without a penalty as early as when they 
turned 59½, but when they reached 70½, they were required to start taking at least a minimum amount out 
each year— “required minimum distributions” or RMDs. At the outset of the coronavirus pandemic, the age 
for these RMDs was raised to 72. Since participants didn’t pay tax on the money when they put it in their IRAs, 
they are required to pay tax on it when it comes out. RMDs can push some people into a higher tax bracket.  
 

3. GIVE IT TO THE CHURCH, AVOID PAYING THE TAXES 
In 2006, pension protection legislation allowed for tax-free use of RMDs for charitable 
contributions, saving the tax that people would have had to pay when they took this money out of their IRA 
accounts. These are called “qualified charitable distributions” (QCDs). Here’s an important distinction: these 
are NOT tax deductions. They do not provide a charitable deduction regardless of whether you itemize deduc-
tions. The tax benefit is the ability to exclude the distribution from taxable income. 
 

4. FROM IRA TO 'MY UMC' – NEVER IN MY POCKET! 
With a qualified charitable distribution (QCD), a check goes directly from your IRA to your church or the chari-
ty you select. Many people who are facing RMDs that will have tax implications could pay all their annual tithe 
or offering at one time, hopefully early in the year, through their QCD and never have to show it as income. 
 

5. DON’T HAVE TO WAIT FOR 72 TO DO THE QCD! 
While Congress recently raised the age for RMDs to 72, QCDs can happen for anyone who has reached the age 
of 70½. Retirees who are over that age and want to continue to be generous to their local church should con-
sider a qualified charitable distribution. 
 

6. MOST TAXPAYERS NO LONGER GET A TAX BREAK FOR CHARITABLE GIVING 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act that went into effect in 2019 and 2020 included an increase in the standard deduc-
tion—it nearly doubled. That standard deduction is the threshold that your itemized deductions have to ex-
ceed to make itemizing worthwhile. It left many people better off, but with 90 percent of taxpayers taking the 
standard deduction (which does not require any evidence of charitable giving), it eliminated a tax-incentive 
regarding charitable donations for most of us (not to say that this is the main reason people give to the 
church). Inviting your retirees in the 70+ group (who use the standard deduction) to consider using qualifying 
charitable distribution may reduce or eliminate the tax that they might have to pay on an RMDs. Yet many will 
not know of this option unless your church makes the invitation! 
 
Ken Sloane is Director of Stewardship & Generosity for Discipleship Ministries of The UMC.  6/7/22, Discipleship Ministries  https://
www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/6-ways-iras-rmds-and-qcds-can-bless-your-church 3/3 

6 Ways IRAs, RMDs, and QCDs Can Bless Your Church  
(BY KEN SLOANE) 
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Wednesday Night Potluck Dinner will be on  

November 16th. Harvest 
and Thanksgiving 
Theme.  

Sunday Brunch Potluck 
will be after service on 
December 4th.  

Homemade Applesauce Party— October 30th!  
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He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands! 

Dranesville Pet Family came for Blessing on October 16th. 

 

Here Bunny, Bunny! 

I’m cozy right here, thanks! Making Friends Checking it all out! 

All dressed up! Is Paul training his kitty? Adorable Me! 

Well trained—for treats! 
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News from The Closet 

 Below is an announcement for The Closet’s Christmas 
Sale.  I will be helping to sort and price items the week 
of the sale (I will be out of town on the actual sale 
dates—darn) and welcome any company.   

The Closet’s Everything Christmas sale is coming soon: The Closet’s annual holiday sale will 
be Nov. 11 and 12 at the Herndon Moose Lodge, 779 Center Street, near the Herndon Fort-
nightly Library. Sales hours will be 3-7 p.m. Friday Nov. 11 and 9 a.m.-noon Saturday Nov. 
12. Please support The Closet by telling friends and neighbors about the sale. 

The Closet also needs help preparing for the sale. We will be at the Moose Lodge from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday Nov. 7-Thursday Nov. 10 sorting, pricing and displaying items for the 
sale. Please join us. We will do final prep from 10-noon on Friday, Nov. 11. And of course, we 
need your help at the actual sale, directing customers, bagging purchases, etc.  Beth Hitch-
ings will be helping to sort and price the week of the 7th.  If you are interested in joining her, 
please send her a note:  dghitchings@verizon.net.   

You can sign up to help on any of these days by using this link: The Closet Everything Christ-
mas https://tinyurl.com/3j95esat.  You can also find the link, along with additional infor-
mation, on The Closet's website at www.theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/ecsale 

Even 4 Others: 
  October Food Collection: 409 items and 

$400 

LINK needs items for their pantry 
throughout the year. There are items that 
seem to always be in short supply. Here 
are some of our top needs - jelly, dried beans, canned fruit, canned corn, 
peas, carrots, potatoes, boxed potatoes, toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning 
products, and toiletry items. 

Grocery card collection will be early on November 13 so the cards 
can be distributed before Thanksgiving. Then the food collection 

"Even 3 Others " again early on December 18.  
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Mobile Food Pantry –October! 

Join us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 9:30 am – 12 pm.  

Next chance:  November 15th at Christ the Redeemer! 

Sweet potatoes, onions, cabbages, cauliflowers, bagels, etc. were handed out to fami-

lies in need.  Dranesville was represented by Andy Ross & Dave Carlo. They worked 

hard. Generally, they were on cardboard duty, breaking down boxes from the pro-

duce.  

The construction in the basement of the location is almost done. The floor has been 
painted. It looks good.  The new shelving (think gorilla shelves) was being built. That 
has been completed. Each unit was packed in 6' long, heavy cardboard boxes.  

So, besides normal boxes, the shelving boxes had to be recycled. That meant cutting 
them in half before moving piles up to the bins, a tedious process. We got it done.  
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Are you interested in volunteering at the Operation Christmas Child Processing Cen-

ter? This is the final step before the gift-filled shoeboxes are loaded onto barges at the 

Port of Baltimore to deliver great joy and the Good News of Jesus Christ to children in 

need around the world.  

 

Reservations for 8 volunteers have been made for Tuesday November 29th and Satur-

day December 10th. The tour is 3:00-7:00 for both days.  

 

Processing Center Location: 

Baltimore Area 

6611 Cabot Dr. 

Baltimore MD 21226 

 

Please contact Donna Carlo 

for more information 

at mdgirlinva@yahoo.com.  
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November 

5 Church Charge Conference 

6 Holy Communion  

8  Mobile Food Pantry 

11-12 The Closet Christmas Sale  

13 LINK Grocery Card Collection  (EARLY!) 

16  Wednesday Night Dinner 

20  Hanging of the Greens 

 And Youth Lunch 

 Packing for College Connection 

21 Poinsettia Orders due 

27  First Sunday of Advent 

  

December 

4  Holy Communion  

 Potluck Brunch 

13 Mobile Food Pantry 

18 Even 3 Others Collection (EARLY!) 

24 Christmas Eve Service:  Lessons & Carols 

25 Christmas Sunday Service & Communion 

Every Week Join Us In Study and Prayer: 

Dranesvilleumc.org/connect 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ by  

feeding body, mind and soul.”  

Dranesville 
United Methodist Church       


