
 

 

Since we had a lot of April showers we’re 
expecting a bloomful of May flowers. I pray 
that you had a blessed Lent and a wonderful 
Holy Week. I know it’s May, but I want to 
talk about the goals for Dranesville in 2022. 

Kathy and the council set goals for the year. The main one is 
“Bring Joy, Peace and Love to All Ages by Providing 
Relevant Multigenerational Ministries” 

What? 

•To bring the good news to others of all ages 

•To support families  

•To attract families and youth to our church and 
our events 

•To keep DUMC as an enjoyable place to worship 
and enhance friendships 

How? 

•In Worship  

•In Events  

•In Ministries  

•In Mission Activities  

•Through Promoting Church Activities and Events 
Inside and Outside the Church  

In the Hebrew Bible, God is often called The God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God from the beginning was 
known for His work through multiple generations. 
Therefore, God is the Lord of multi-generations. No society 
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can exist without nurturing next generations. Same goes for churches.  

I mention this in May because many times we forget our New Year's goal by this 
time of the year. Also, I would like to pray for this goal every Sunday during 
Pastoral Prayer time. Please pray together as we strive this year to bring all ages 
into worship as a faith community. 

Healing Prayers on 4th Sundays 
We’re all in need of healing, restoration and encouragement in all aspects of our 
lives. 

•  For I am the Lord who heals you.” – Exodus 15:26  
 
For the Hebrews enslaved in Egypt, God 
revealed himself to them as God who heals 
their physical wounds and illnesses. There were 
ten plagues in Egypt but with an outstretched 
arm God protected and healed His people. 

•  He heals the brokenhearted and bandages 
their wounds. – Psalm 147:2  

 
God not only heals our bodies, but also our minds and hearts. God seeks to heal, 
restore and strengthen all aspects of our lives. 

•  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.-1 Peter 2:24  

 
God through Jesus seeks to heal our spiritual state. Therefore, Jesus became our 
substitutional sin offering so that we can receive forgiveness and healing from sin.  

•  1 John 1:12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us. 

Lastly, the greatest healing and recovery from sin is the ability to love. To recover 
our original ability to love, care and nurture for our neighbors, friends, strangers 
and family is the real healing work of the Holy Spirit. 

As you know on first Sundays we have the Holy Communion, on second Bell Choir, 
and on third Children’s Moment. On fourth Sundays I am prayerfully consulting 
with leaders about incorporating Healing Prayers during Pastoral Prayer time. 
Please pray with me as we contemplate and consider a meaningful healing prayer 
portion to the service.  

With Kind Regards, 
Pastor Keith 

Multigenerational Ministries (continued) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/15-26.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/147-2.html
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News from The Closet 

The Board decided to give mon-
etary grants totaling $10,000 
to: 

• Dulles South Soup Kitchen 

• Family PASS (Preservation 
and Strengthening Services) 
to help working families fac-
ing homelessness. 

• Fellowship Square, which 
provides affordable housing 
to vulnerable seniors. 

• The Dolly Parton Imagination Library, via The Herndon 
Rotary Club, which provides a book a month at no 
charge, regardless of income.  

As always, please support The Closet by: donating, shop-
ping, and volunteering.   

If you would like to volunteer occasionally, please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61
-volunteers or just go to The Closet. If you want can commit 
2-3 hours every week to work at The Closet’s Voucher Desk, 
helping clients sent by a social service agency or nonprofit 
obtain free items, please let Roberta Pense know.  

 
There are also opportunities to vol-
unteer from home. As an example, you could measure and 
price fabric. Once a week (for example), you would pick up 
the fabric that has been donated to The Closet and drop off 
the measured, priced, and packaged fabric from the previous 
week.  You would probably spend 15 minutes at The Closet 
per week, and the drop off/pick-up days/times can vary.  Oth-
er items, such as checking games, playing cards, and puzzles 
with less than 50 pieces, or dressing Barbies and other dolls, 
can fit this paradigm. Various committees, such as the Public-
ity Committee, can also use help. If you are interested in vol-
unteering from home, let Roberta Pense know.    

 
Thank you for your support of The Closet.  

Roberta measuring fabric at home 

Beth sorting at the shop 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61-volunteers
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Mobile Food  

Pantry:   

Team  

Dranesville 
Join us on the 

2nd Tuesday of 

each month from 

9:30 am – 12 pm.  

Produce arrives a and is 

sorted into smaller bags 

Our TEAM!! 
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Mobile Food Pantry:   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Team Dranesville 

Individual bags prepared  

for families 

Our team “shopping” 

Cars line up to receive 
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Planting for LINK:   

Welcome Volunteers! 

 
A friend of Beth Hitchings, Abe 
Curran, has offered a garden on his 
property in Poolesville, MD for use 
as a harvest garden for LINK.  Beth 
Hitchings will be heading an effort 
to plant tomatoes, peppers and 
cucumbers on the weekend of May 
14-15 at “Abe’s Farm.”  A few hours 
of planting, some small garden tools 
and gloves is all that is needed!   
 
If interested, see Beth after Worship 
Service, email at dghitchings@verizon.net or call/text at 703-994-5576.   If you need a 
ride or directions, those are available as well.   
 
Last fall, a group of DUMC’ers harvested a bounty of vegetables for donation to LINK 

at Abe’s place (see photo 2). Inspired by our efforts to serve LINK, Abe offered to 

prepare the soil, build fencing and take care of tending/watering the plants if DUMC 

could plant this May and begin harvesting in August timeframe (see photo #1) for 

LINK’s Food Bank.   The commitment of a few hours in May and then a few 

Saturdays/Sundays in August/September will allow DUMC to provide lots of fresh 

produce to our local community.   

 

 The 14th will be  

 the planting day.   

 Thanks!  Beth 

 

mailto:dghitchings@verizon.net
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 Wednesday In-Person! 
 

• May 18 6:00 pm 

• Please join us for dinner in the 

Fellowship Hall  

• The theme is  “Indoor Picnic!” and 

the main course will be Rotisserie 

Chicken. 

• Please sign up to bring sides that 

compliment chicken  or a dessert.  

• https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0F48AFAF29A1FFC52-

wednesday1  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F48AFAF29A1FFC52-wednesday1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F48AFAF29A1FFC52-wednesday1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F48AFAF29A1FFC52-wednesday1
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"Why were you asked to stand on Easter 
during the 'Hallelujah' chorus?" 

By Susan Gray 

During the summer of 1741, George Frideric Handel wrote 
"Messiah" as an Easter offering.  It was three hours long and 
was composed in about eighteen days. 

In the Victorian era, it was performed during Christmas. The 
first part has to do with the birth of Jesus, the second part is Christ's death, and the 
third part is about the Resurrection. 

In 1743 at the London premiere, King George II stood up during the "Hallelujah" sec-
tion. Most people believe he was very moved and wanted to show his reverence. And 
in those days, it was good etiquette to stand when the king stood. 

Other people suggest that because "Messiah" was over two hours long, perhaps the 
king simply needed to stand....... 

I prefer the idea of showing reverence for such a spectacular song! 

For May:  

Grocery Cards Collection 

Grocery Card collection for LINK on Sunday May 
22nd. Please donate grocery gift cards from your 
favorite grocery store to give to families in 
need.   The fastest delivery is to drop off in the 
church dropbox under the overhang. 

Buy Grocery store cards in small denominations so that LINK can include them in 
the grocery bags that are delivered to the families.  Please, no cards over $25. 

If you prefer to write a check, make the check payable to “Dranesville UMC” with 
“LINK” on the memo line. 

Even4Others: 

     705 ITEMS donated last month!  

Next Food Collection: June 26th 
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Museum of the Bible June 4th 
 
Let's meet at church by 9:30am to carpool. We plan to return 
to church by 2pm. Tickets can be purchased at the museum 
or online.  

https://tickets.museumofthebible.org/visit/get-tickets 
Also search www.Groupon.com for deals on MOTB. 

The Museum of the Bible is a global, innovative, education-

al institution whose purpose is to invite all people to engage 

with the transformative power of the Bible. Through inter-

active exhibits and cutting-edge technology, we bring 

guests an immersive, personal experience with the impact, 

narrative, and history of the Bible. Whether you want to ex-

plore the Bible more deeply or are discovering it for the 

first time, The Museum of the Bible has something for you.  

Finance Committee Update:  DUMC Mortgage Loan Refinancing Approved 

On April 18, 2022 the Virginia United Methodist Church Development Company 

(VA UMC DevCo) approved the refinancing of Dranesville’s church mortgage (the 

original 5-year DevCo loan was to come due on May 1st).  The new loan is for 

$1,180,433.88 (as of the date of the DevCo Board meeting) at 4.5 percent interest.  

The interest is slightly higher than the first loan’s interest rate (4.25 percent) due to 

current market conditions.  Our new mortgage payment each month will be 

$6562.02 (an increase of $36.53 per month).   We are pleased that the loan was 

approved and blessed that our congregation had the opportunity to work with 

DevCo, which provided a very competitive loan financing option.  Many thanks to 

the members of the Finance Committee, Sharon Cantrall, the Trustees, and 

DUMC’s leadership for their efforts to ensure that Dranesville secured the loan.      

Pastor Jim Cymbala of the Brooklyn Tabernacle in Brooklyn 
NY explores the person and work of the Holy Spirit, who 
can invigorate a church and infuse a fresh sense of power in 
your life. 

Please join us at 9:00 on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall 
starting 24 April 2022 as we begin this 6-week video-based 
study, which will conclude on…Pentecost!  Please contact 
Ed to connect via Zoom. 

https://tickets.museumofthebible.org/visit/get-tickets
http://www.groupon.com/
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Forgiving Friendship 
“Be kind and compassionate to one another,  

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 

Ephesians 4:32 

One of the marks of true friendship is forgiveness-with no strings 

attached.  We all make mistakes, inadvertently hurting or disap-

pointing our friends.  Most of the time hurting doesn’t happen on 

purpose.  Isn’t it an amazing relief when your friend forgives you 

for hurtful mistakes? 

The fact is that when each of us steps back from life for a minute and thinks about 

how much God forgives us…daily…the little bit of forgiving we might do for our 

friends amounts to a hill of beans.   

So, willingly forgive your friends.  Be an example of God’s loving forgiveness to others. 

From: “One Minute Devotions for Women,” by Carolyn Larson 

FAITHTALKS 

Join us for monthly conversations with United Women in Faith, 

hosted by Jennifer R Farmer. Each month, we’ll explore timely 

themes and resources from expert insights on ways to live your 

faith to inspiring interviews with spiritual leaders. https://

uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/  Email: Ymoore@UWFaith.org   

with Jennifer Farmer & Yvette Moore. 

FaithTalks Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/467165481771708/?ref=newsfeed 

Sacred Threads is an exhibition of quilts exploring themes of joy, inspiration, spir-

ituality, healing, grief and peace/brotherhood. This biennial exhibition was estab-

lished to provide a safe venue for quilters who see their work as a connection to the sa-

cred and/or as an expression of their spiritual journey. We want to share with others 

the experiences of quilters whose stories may be a source of healing and strength. 

Sacred Threads 
will be July 14-
24, 2022. 
 
It will be held at 
Floris United  
Methodist Church 
in Herndon 

https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/
https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/
mailto:Ymoore@UWFaith.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/467165481771708/?ref=newsfeed
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May 

1  Holy Communion  

 Youth Group Gaming 

10 Mobile Food Pantry 

14  Mission Garden Planting Day 

15  Admin Council 

 Youth Group Gaming 

18 Wednesday Night Dinner 

22 Grocery Card Collection for LINK 

29 Hymn Sing 

June 

4 Bible Museum 9:30-2pm 

5  Holy Communion  

 Graduation Sunday 

27 Youth Kings Dominion Trip 

Every Week Join Us In Study and Prayer: 

Dranesvilleumc.org/connect 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ by  

feeding body, mind and soul.”  

Dranesville 
United Methodist Church       
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