
 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.      

 In the Sanctuary or virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at  

   office@dranesvilleumc.org. 

Come, my Light, and illuminate my darkness. 

Come, my Life, and revive me from death. 

Come, my Physician, and heal my wounds. 

Come, Flame of divine love, and burn up the thorns of my sins, kin-

dling my heart with the flame of thy love. - Dimitrii of Rostov 

 

We know that Lent has its origin as far back as the first century. The practices var-

ied for many years. However, following the Council of Nicaea, Lent was codified as 

a forty-day observance (not counting Sundays), leading up to Holy Week and 

Easter. It became a season of preparation for Christian initiation by baptism. 

However, Lent shifted as infant baptism was standardized by the fifth century. 

Eventually it became more of an internal renewal and penitence.  
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Many practice fasting to demonstrate penitence as a sign of removing sin and barri-

ers that keep us away from God. Recently some pastors suggest that we take up a 

new spiritual practice to displace old habits we want to dismiss. For example, pray-

ers in the morning or lifting up praises and melodies in our hearts to dispel doubt, 

negativity, and melancholy. Whatever practice you choose for Lent, I’m sure God 

will guide and bless you through it. 

In addition, I would like for you to consider the metaphor of spring preparation. 

Easter and spring are connected because Passover was related to the agricultural 

cycle. As the cold of winter wanes, Earth warms up and life starts up again; the Bi-

ble records the birth of a new nation, Israel, out from slavery in Egypt. That emanci-

pation event sets up for spiritual emancipation from sin and death through Christ’s 

sacrifice. Therefore, in response, the church adopted many practices. From my per-

spective, it should be less of a call for repentance and more of a preparation for life, 

joy, and resurrection. 

Therefore, as we journey through Lent with the mindset of preparing for spring, I 

set my mind for new life. For example, my garden, I’m not looking at the way it laid 

fallow during the cold months of winter and wasn’t fruitful. Instead I am excited 

about the potential for growth, life, and beauty. I will clear the soil of old roots, 

weeds and stones. Then I will deposit compost soil, make space in the garden and 

wait for proper time to seed. Yes, I have to clear the soil (fasting) and bring in com-

post and nutrients (new spiritual practices). However, the main focus is the new 

plants emerging as the earth warms and the sun shines brighter. 

May you look forward to renewal, life, warmth, sunshine, and through all these, a 

closer walk with our Maker as you journey through Lent. 

With eternal spring hope, 

Pastor Keith 

Lent in Preparation for Easter and Spring  (continued) 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

Adult Sunday School: will continue with Simply Christian for 06 & 13 

March.   We will begin an Andy Stanley series for Easter after that.  Join us at 

9:00 on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Ed to connect via Zoom. 

Bible Study:  Tuesday morning and Thursday evening groups will begin a 

study of Covenants in the Bible.  Join us www.dranesvilleumc.org/Connect 



 

3 

News from The Closet 

The Closet’s Volunteer Appreciation Sale will be this 
Sunday, March 6, 1-4 pm at The Closet. Usually every-
thing is discounted and light snacks are available. If 
you have volunteered within the last 12 months, please 
stop by, shop, and visit with other volunteers. 

The Closet will be closed (for both shopping and donations) on Monday, March 14 for 
Spring Cleaning. Spring and summer items will be available for sale on March 15. 

 The Closet is in need of extra help when the season changes and staffing is short. If you 
would like to volunteer at The Closet, please sign up on SignUpGenious at https://
www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61-
volunteer&view=standard. You may also just show up at The Closet, ready to work, and 
ask for an assistant manager, Huyen or Edwin, to receive your assignment.   

WALK MS 2022 
Hi DUMC friends,   

It’s another year and the events which began in 2020 continued to be challenging in 2021.  But those 

two years are behind us and as we begin 2022, I sense a positive feeling of HOPE for our world in so 

many ways.  For me, I’m focusing much of my HOPE on a world free of MS.  Will you join me? 

April 3rd, I will again be participating in Walk MS Reston 2022 in an effort to end MS for good! Our 

team, Michelle's Strong!, walks in honor of my daughter's lifelong friend, Michelle, who was diag-

nosed with this dreadful disease, about 6 years ago.   

We are raising money for researching a cure as well as developing protocols and new medicines to 

help those, like Michelle, who suffer daily. Each $250 raised can help provide a grab bar to help 

someone living with MS feel safe and independent in 

their own home. Each $1,000 raised can help provide a 

walk aide device to help someone with MS remain mobile 

and independent. Whatever amount you are able to give, 

know that it will help to provide life-changing services 

and support.   

 Many of you have supported me before.  I am so grateful 

and I hope I can count on you again. If you have not pre-

viously donated, kindly consider giving to this worthy 

cause. 

 YOUR donation at my link below will help me help those 

who suffer from MS.  Support me as I walk this event and 

together we can work towards HOPE and the end of MS. 

 With sincere gratitude,  

Janet   

https://mssociety.donordrive.com/participant/JSansalone 

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61-volunteer&view=standard.
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61-volunteer&view=standard.
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10c0c45aba62ba6f4c61-volunteer&view=standard.
https://mssociety.donordrive.com/participant/JSansalone
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Even4Others: 

February Collection  

586 Items! 

March 27th 

Grocery Cards  

Collection 

Mobile Food  Pantry:  Team Dranesville 
 

Join us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the rear parking lot  

at  Christ the Redeemer Church from 9:30 am – 12 pm.  
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Appeal for peace in Russia-Ukraine conflict 

We join the United Methodist Churches and many Christian leaders and organiza-
tions worldwide in deploring the Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, and we 
ardently pray for a redirection of military action toward diplomatic measures to re-
solve grievances. United Methodists are people of peace.  

UMCOR and the General Board of Global Ministries comes alongside those who suffer 
from natural or human-caused disasters – be it war, famine, hurricane, flood, fire or 
other events—to alleviate suffering and to be a source of help and hope for those left 
most vulnerable. We, as Dranesville UMC, help them to provide relief, re-
sponse and long-term recovery grants when these events overwhelm a community’s 
ability to recover on their own.  

Give here at dranesvilleumc.org/Give  to help Ukraine:  and designate UMCOR  Glob-
al Ministries.   or Send a check to DUMC and designate UMCOR -Global Ministries.  

We are offering tulips (6” pots)  for 

14.00 each.  Hydrangeas (2-3qt pot) 

for $24.00 each. They will be placed in 

the sanctuary for Easter Sunday. Or-

der preferred color, but may be based 

on availability.  Please fill in the order 

form below, attach your check made 

payable to DUMC, note in memo sec-

tion (Easter flowers).   Flowers will be 

available to take home following the 

Easter service. 

It’s time to order easter flowers 

All orders due by: March 28 

Easter Flowers ORDER FORM 

Your Name: ____________________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________________ 

             Quantity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total   #_______ pots.   Total enclosed:  $ _________  

Given in: (Circle One Please)     

 Thanksgiving  Honor   Memory 

 

Of:__________________________________________ 

______ Pink Tulips $14.00 each 

______ Yellow Tulips $14.00 each 

______ Any color Tulips $14.00 each 

______ Blue Hydrangea $24.00 each 

______ Pink Hydrangea $24.00 each 

______ Any color  Hydrangea $24.00 each 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOT_nXwjokLtE8XkGHSPFfQVskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pwdjbBS7GJ_gbhZL7E6ETSg=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOT_nXwjokLtE8XkGHSPFfQVskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pwdjbBS7GJ_gbhZL7E6ETSg=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOT_nXwjokLtE8XkGHSPFfQVskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pwdjbBS7GJ_gbhZL7E6ETSg=&ver=3
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College Connections 
Do you have a graduate?  Spring is fast approaching, and with it graduations! 

Anyone with a high school student, or university student about to graduate, is in-

vited to submit their student’s name to Linda Strahan before March 5th. Gradu-

ates will be recognized by the church with a gift and celebration in June. Last year 

this took the form of a drive-by graduation parade  
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Horseshoe Hoedown Volunteer Request  
We are looking for volunteers to help us prepare for one of our biggest fundraisers, the Horse-
shoe Hoedown.   Experience with non-profits, fundraising and/or special events a plus but not 
required.   The Horseshoe Hoedown will take place on Saturday, October 29th from 5pm-
10pm.  It is a unique, fun family event: barbecue, mechanical bull, corn hole, horseshoes, chil-
dren's games, face painting, photo booth, silent auction, and raffles.   Proceeds from the event 
will support All Ages Read Together, a 501c3, serving the Northern Virginia community.  The 
mission of All Ages Read Together is to provide free school readiness programs to children in 
need in their communities. 

There are a variety of responsibilities which include, but are not limited to: 

Planning- meeting with AART planning up to 9 months prior to the Horseshoe Hoedown 

Preparation - errands, tasks and research ahead of the event 

Advertising -promoting the event in the community, social media and local newspapers 

Solicitation -reaching out to businesses to secure silent auction items and raffle prizes 

Donation-assisting with coordination of silent auction baskets and raffle prizes 

Our hope is to build a small committee of dedicated volunteers who can help us prepare for 
the event.  We are willing to work with you on the time commitment but estimate it to be ap-
proximately 10-15 (March - October) hours per month.  These hours may increase as the event 
gets closer. 

You may see these faces around DUMC.  This is 

the core staff of All Ages Read Together 

(AART).  From left to right: 

 

Jennifer Stecklow Business Devel-

opment and Communications Di-

rector 

Monique Duke Finance Director 

Julie Brunson Program Director 

Michelle Sullivan Executive Direc-

tor 

Our signature "friendraiser" event is our Horseshoe Hoedown on October 29th.  We 

are looking for baskets and fun containers for use in our silent auction.  If you have 

some you would like to donate, please contact Julie Brunson 

at julie@allagesreadtogether.org.  Thank you! 
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March 

2 Ash Wednesday 

6  Holy Communion  

8  LINK Mobile Food Pantry 

13  Scout Sunday 

16 Wednesday Night Dinner  

27  LINK Grocery Card Collection 

28  Easter Flower Order Due 

April 

3  Holy Communion  

9 I Love My Church Workday 

 

Every Week Join Us In Study and Prayer: 

Dranesvilleumc.org/connect 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ by  

feeding body, mind and soul.”  

Dranesville 

United Methodist Church       

Join us as we celebrate the season of Lent 
 

 April 10th  Palm Sunday 

 April 14th 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Services 

 April 15th  Good Friday – 8am-6pm Open for Prayer 

 April 17th 8:00 am Easter Morning Service 

   10:30 am  Easter Traditional Service 

                   Easter Egg Hunt 

By Carol Owens 


