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December 
 

Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.      

 In the Sanctuary or virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at  

   office@dranesvilleumc.org. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Dear friends and partners in Christ, 

The Logos became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.  -John 1:14 

With deep joy and gratitude, I extend best wishes for a wonderful holiday season 

and a joyful Christmas. 

In the two accounts of baby Jesus, he was in the most humble and vulnerable state. 

In Luke’s account, he was wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger; be-

cause there was no room for his family in the inn. In Matthew, all of Jerusalem ig-

nored his birth except for foreigners who came from the east, and he was under the 

threat of harm from Herod. Christmas contains the theme of helping the poor, 

helpless and vulnerable. Thanks so much for not only for your generosity during 

this season, but also for all the ways you gave all year to those less fortunate. We’ve 

been saying Merry Christmas for eleven months up to this point! 
 

Christmas Blessings 
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Along with sharing materially, we want to share spiritual blessings with those who 

hunger for the love of Jesus this Christmas. During this season, many individuals 

and families who, for various reasons, have not been to church for a long stretch of 

time, will visit. What a wonderful opportunity to welcome them back to the church 

by extending hospitality and friendship! Let’s keep our eyes and ears open and offer 

our hands of friendship to make them feel at home spiritually here at Dranesville.  

As a church, we will offer the following; 

• Adult Sunday School will begin Simply 

Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense 

by N.T. Wright on Jan 9th. 

• New Bible Study based on Sacred Pathway: 

Discover Your Soul's Path to God.  Sacred 

Pathways reveals nine distinct spiritual tem-

peraments--and their strengths, weakness-

es, and tendencies--to help you improve 

your spiritual life and deepen your personal 

walk with God. 

 

 

 

 

• Sermon series based on the book, Everybody, 

Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Set-

backs and Difficult People by Bob Goff 

• Wednesday Live Welcome Dinner on Jan 19th 

6pm. Zoom or live depending on CDC’s recommen-

dations at that time. 

 

May the wonder and compassion of Christmas fill our heart and soul with peace, 

happiness and joy! Have a blessed Christmas. 

Pastor Keith 

Christmas Blessings   (continued) 



  

3 

 

November Mobile Food  Pantry Team Dranesville 
 

Join us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the rear parking lot  
at  Christ the Redeemer Church from 10 am – 1 pm.  

EVEN 3 OTHERS -EARLY!  December 19th 

December 19th we will collect food  donations a week earlier than usual,  in 
time for Christmas.  Bring donations before worship to the wood cart by the 
portico entrance. 
 
LINK Wish List of Donations —Jelly, Hearty Soups, Canned Carrots, Canned 
Peas, Pasta Sauce, Boxed Potatoes, Hamburger/Tuna Helper, Oatmeal Packets, 
Cereal, Rice, Canned Tomato products, Toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, soap), Diapers, and Diaper wipes. 

New total= $1,155 collected last month! 

November: Grocery Card Collection  
For LINK Against Hunger 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/


 

4 

LINK will register almost 1500 families and individuals for 

holiday help in 2021. Due to the ongoing impact of COVID-

19, LINK will have a drive-through distribution on three 

dates - November 20th, December 11th and December 

18th. We will need help, but we also need food, toys, and 

gift cards for our families. 

 

Volunteer to help sort food, register clients, and put food into vehicles. 

www.linkagainsthunger.org/volunteer 

 

Join the DUMC team on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month in the rear parking lot at Christ 

the Redeemer Church from 10am. 

  

 

MORE  Mobile Food  Pantry Team Dranesville 
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Hanging of the Greens 



  

6 

Thank You to The Closet's Everything 
Christmas Volunteers 

Thanks for all your help this past week for The Closet’s Everything Christmas 
event. Your efforts contributed in a big way to our most successful sale ever, gar-
nering more than $7,700 over two days! 
 
Whether you loaded or unloaded the 300+ bins of Christmas donations we’ve 
been collecting since last Christmas; sorted or priced items for a few hours (or a 
few days!); waited on customers at the sale; or cleaned up afterwards, we truly 
appreciated your help. 
 
We all agree this was probably the smoothest Everything Christmas event we’ve 
ever directed. It was a pleasure working with you, and we hope to see you again 
next year, or, better yet, at The Closet in the near future. As you know, we always 
need help at the store and you can make a big difference there as well! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Greenspan, Betsy Rock,  
Holly Hartge 

The Closet has an excessive amount of donations and is short on volunteers. 
Please take a look at their website to volunteer.  

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/volunteer/ 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

FROM YOUR 

DUMC 

CHOIR!! 

We sing  

because we 

CAN! 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/volunteer/
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Since 2011, tens of thousands of churches and small groups have 
turned Adam Hamilton’s best-selling book on the birth of Christ into a 
classic that’s read each year. 

In The Journey, Adam Hamilton travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
in a fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ. As he did with Jesus' 
crucifixion in 24 Hours That Changed the World, Hamilton once again 
approaches a world-changing event with thoughtfulness. Using his-
torical information, archaeological data, and a personal look at some 
of the stories surrounding the birth, the most amazing moment in his-
tory will become more real and heart-felt as you walk along this road. 

Bible Study:  Tuesday and Thursday 

Advent Series:  Who Needs Christmas 
Are we too familiar with Christmas? 

The story of Christmas is so familiar that we rarely dig into the de-
tails. But what if we did? 

We might find that they stop sounding like far-fetched fairy tales. In 
fact, the improbable details of these stories might even start to 
sound like real life–maybe even your life. 

In the four-week video series Who Needs Christmas, Andy Stanley 
explains how the remarkable details of the Christmas story are what 
make it so believable. And he tells us why, after so many years, it 
took something unexpected to get people’s attention. 

Please join us at 9:00am on Sunday in the Fellowship Hall starting 
28 November.  Please contact Ed to connect via Zoom. 

Adult Sunday School 
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December 15th @ 6 PM. 

At Glory Days Reston  

The College Connections team gathered 

this Sunday to pack 16 cookie tins with 

home baked cookies, a Starbucks gift 

card, and a snowman clad Hershey bar. 

Thanks go out to the many more team 

members who baked, but are not pic-

tured here. Recent feedback tells us that 

we are peaking curiosity among our re-

cipients’ dorm mates with our care pack-

ages. Let’s hope that peaks their interest 

in joining us for worship, or perhaps 

checking out a local church.  

College Connections 

WHAT:    A Great-Tasting Fundraising Event! 

WHEN:    November 17- December 17, 2021 

WHERE:  Glory Days Grill in North Point 
WHY:      10% of the food and beverages purchased will 

be donated to Dranesville United Methodist Church 

Youth Group. Bring itemized copy of your guest check 

(not the charge card receipt), and mail it to: Donna Carlo 

1089 Liberty Meeting Court, Herndon VA 20170. 
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All Ages Read Together (AART) is 
grateful for the generosity of Dra-
nesville United Methodist Church for 
allowing us to store our classroom 
supplies in one of the storage rooms. 
This space allows our nonprofit to 
buy books, classroom materials, and 
other supplies in bulk so more money 
goes back to our vital program - 
providing families with children ages 
4-and-5, in under-resourced commu-
nities, receive free preschool. Pre-
school is not a part of the public edu-
cation system in Virginia and the op-
portunity gap between low and higher
-income families continues to grow 
each year. Many families are unable 
to take advantage of programs such as 
Head Start, VPI, or STEP and cannot 
afford the out-of-pocket expense for 
community preschool.  
 
If you are considering an end-of-year 
donation to AART, please consider 
donating to our Giving Tuesday cam-
paign that runs until the end of the 
year. We are raising funds to pur-
chase all the books for our 2021-2022 
program. Learn more and give 
at https://bit.ly/changealife2021 
 
Thank you, 
Julie 
Julie Brunson 
Program Director 
All Ages Read Together 
julieb@allagesreadtogether.org 

https://bit.ly/changealife2021
mailto:julieb@allagesreadtogether.org
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December 

5  Holy Communion 

  Last day to order Poinsettias 

12  Lessons & Carols 

14 LINK Mobile Food Pantry 

15  Wednesday Night Dinner 

   at Glory Days Reston 

19 Even 4 Others (Early!) 

24 Christmas Eve Service—7:00 p.m. 

We welcome you to join us at our candlelight communion service on 

Christmas Eve, December 24th at 7:00 pm.  

January 

2 Holy Communion & Hymn Sing 

11 LINK Mobile Food Pantry 

19  Wednesday Night Dinner  

23 Grocery Card Collection for LINK 

 

Starting in the new year, each month we will recognize family members 

that have departed over the years in the month they passed.  Please provide the 

name and death date of  those you wish recognized to the 

office@dranesvilleumc.org.  

Every Week Join Us In Study and Prayer: 

Dranesvilleumc.org/connect 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

Prepare the Way 


