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Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.      

 In the Sanctuary or virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at  

   office@dranesvilleumc.org. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Thanks so much for your support and welcome for my family and me! Our family’s 

transition to Dranesville sails along with vital contributions from the SPRC, trus-

tees, church council, staff, and members! I’m impressed that my appointment to 

DUMC requires support and contributions from so many faithful members, and 

these transitions happen all the time in UMC all over the country!! Wow, as the 

psalmist declares, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to at-

tain (Ps 139:6).” My family and I will continue to partner with you in the process, 

and we look forward to serving, building and strengthening the Kingdom with 

you!  

One of the wishes the SPRC expressed when we met for the first time was the de-

sire to attract young families with children to church. Even though many churches 

lack young families and overall attendance is in decline, church experts point out 

that one of the demographic groups returning to church is young families. A young 

couple with high education and professional careers seem self-sufficient most of 

their lives. However, when they relocate due to jobs and children come along, then 

all of a sudden, they find themselves in need of community and support. Also 
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along with added responsibilities of marriage, children and career most young 

couples seek guidance and help from God. Faith takes a front seat in their lives 

again! 

Even though we might not have families with young children at the moment, I be-

lieve they are in our community seeking a church just like ours with warm, loving, 

caring members. To build up the children’s ministry is a multistep approach and 

requires much effort. To list some of the steps: establish a preschool at Dranesville 

(Nest Preschool), change the order of service to include children’s moment, build a 

volunteer base for the ministry, imagine, creative, and relevant ways to educate 

and disciple children and much more. We have much work to do! 

Thankfully we have a group of seasoned volunteers who not only showed interest, 

but contributed significantly already! They stepped up, and we were able to create 

videos for “Virtual Vacation Bible School 2021 at Dranesville”!! They will be availa-

ble starting Aug 2 at www.dranesvilleumc.org/vbs. We will continue to converse 

on how to build a children’s ministry with programs that we will be proud to share 

with the greater community in Herndon. Also starting Aug 8th, we will rearrange 

the worship order to include a children’s sermon in Sunday worship. Please pray 

with us as we  build up our children’s ministry. Also I would like a base of multiple 

volunteers for this ministry. Therefore, if you or someone you know loves children, 

please let me know! 

Lastly, I would like to start making visitations via phone, home visits or Zoom. Be-

cause of moving in and preparing for virtual VBS, July went by quickly. However, 

my main goal for the first year is to get to know all of you! The ones who come to 

mind are those who might not be able to attend in person. I’m working on a list so 

please let me know if you have someone in mind. Also let me know if you would 

like to meet with me at church or home or at a third place. If we meet at church 

and you like coffee then I will make the best drip-coffeemaker cup 

of coffee for you! (Well... at least according to James Hoffman on 

Youtube.) Thank you for the wonderful and gracious welcome for 

my family and me!! 

 

With Gratitude, 

Pastor Keith 

August Greetings (continued) 
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July Mobile Food 
Pantry 

Team Dranesville  
 

Join us on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each 

month in the rear 
parking lot  

at Christ the Re-
deemer Church  

from 12 pm – 2 pm.  

Dranesville!   

You collected $590 in grocery gift cards in July! 

 Ed directs families to the pick-up        Lots of fresh food for families 
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At its July meeting, The Closet Board of Directors voted to give monetary grants totaling 

$45,000 to the following organizations: 

• All Ages Read Together  - to educate underserved children, ages four and five 

• Britepaths –to replenish and maintain inventory for the Food4Thought Program 

which provides essential meals to hungry students. 

• Cindy’s Legacy - to provide financial aid, care packages and resources/referrals and 

navigation to cancer patients. 

• Computer Core - to create a virtual basic computer skills training and support for 

shelter residents in Herndon. 

• Family PASS - to assist low-income working families with emergency housing assis-

tance, transportation and education towards self-sufficiency 

• F.I.S.H. – to help local residents in financial crisis that do not qualify for federal rent 

or utilities funds.  

• Insight Memory Care Center - to provide care, education and support for family care-

givers and individuals with Alzheimer’s and other memory impairments through 

adult day center. 

• Just Neighbors – to help immigrant families in the Herndon area secure proper work 

authorization as well as help children and young people access critical legal help.  

• Literacy Council of Northern Virginia - provides English literacy instruction for chil-

dren and their low-income, immigrant parents. 

• Vecinos Unidos – to buy educational supplies, books and snacks for the Homework 

Assistance and Tutoring Program that serves children who do not speak English. 

• In addition The Closet put $20,000 aside to fund scholarships to be given out in the 

spring of 2022.  

Thank you to the many donors, shoppers and volunteers for making this possible. Your 

support is greatly appreciated.  

  

Other ways you can support the Closet are: 

• If you are on Facebook, please “follow” and “like” The Closet https://

www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/ . Also “share” with other 

groups if you think they would be interested.  

• If you are on Instagram, please “follow”, “like”, and “tag” The Closet https://

www.instagram.com/theclosetofgreaterherndonarea/?hl=en . 

• Rate and/or leave comments about The Closet on Google and Yelp. 

  

News from The Closet 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/


 

 

 Join Us for ... 

Zoom Virtual Dinner opens at 5:30, 

Grace at 5:45.  Join anytime and we’ll 

“seat” you at a table for dinner.  We’ll 

regroup for a bit and finish at 7:00.  

• The Meeting ID is 857 7835 8688 

• The passcode is 453615 

 

Wednesday AUGUST 18th—Virtual Dinner 

A BIG QUESTION-  

Have you ever found yourself singing in the shower, or 
humming along with a song on the radio? If so, you may 
be the perfect person to join DUMC's choir!!  No choir 
experience needed- just  a great desire to lead in Wor-

ship through singing! 
After so very long, our choir is going to start rehearsing 

on Thursday, September 2 at 7:30 pm. 
(We usually rehearse for about an hour and always end 
with prayer requests.)  The choir will begin singing in 

Worship on Sunday, September 12. 
As in most choirs, we especially need tenors and basses, 
although of course, sopranos and altos are needed also. 
Please prayerfully consider this request, and if you feel led to join  our loving choir 
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Volunteers are needed for the very important task of buying donuts for the 3rd and 
4th Sunday of each month. 

Here is the current schedule: 

• 1st Sunday-Rizzos 

• 2nd Sunday-Carlos 

• 3rd Sunday-volunteer needed 

• 4th Sunday-volunteer needed 

• 5th Sunday-Chris Merrill 

Volunteers are also needed to make coffee, fill up hot 
water urn, cut donuts in half and place on platters, ice 
down cold drinks, place plates, napkins and donation 
basket on table. 

At the end of Fellowship time, help is also needed to 
empty coffee pots and hot water dispenser, wash any dishes, and place items back in-
to refrigerator.  Please see Donna Carlo on Sunday if you can help.  



 

 

WELCOME to Pastor Keith, Janey, Joyce & Christine 

College Connections is a ministry to college bound students who 

go out from our congregation. Youth who grow up in the church can drift away from 

their faith during the college years, all while facing loneliness, homesickness, work-

load stress, as well as new temptations. This ministry tries to come alongside stu-

dents, keep them connected to the faith community of their childhoods, and show 

them God’s love. 

 

• If you know a young person from our congregation attending either community 

or four year college, and would like them to benefit from this ministry, please 

contact Linda Strahan or leave a message with the DUMC office. 

• For those who have previously participated, now is the time to update your cam-

pus address and contact info. 

• If you would like to be a regular supporter of this ministry, we are welcoming ad-

ditional helpers. 

College Connections 
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It's time to get back into the classroom! 
Experienced preschool owners, familiar 
with both early childhood developmental 
milestones and the Fairfax County Public 
School educational standards/
curriculum,  are opening a boutique 
nursery and preschool in Fall of 2021. 
The Nest Preschool is located here at the 
Dranesville United Methodist Church. 
Teachers will guide children’s learning 
through a play-based curriculum that fo-
cuses on social-emotional  development. 
Tours are available. Check us out on our 
website or call us at 571-441-2540 or con-
tact us at inquiry@mynestpreschool.com  

 

Visit our Virtual 

VBS: Click on this 

QR code or 

dranesville-

umc.org/VBS 

 

Dranesville Virtual VBS premiered it’s first Virtual VBS last week.  The team of volun-

teers did a great job working together to present a Bible Lesson, Song, Craft and Exer-

cise and story time for each day.  These resources will continue to be available anytime 

at  www.dranesvilleumc.org/VBS.  

mailto:inquiry@mynestpreschool.com
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August 

1 Holy Communion 

2-5 Virtual VBS 

8 Young Adults meet for Soft Taco Sunday  

10 Mobile FP 

17 Wednesday Night Dinner 

22 Even4Others 

September 

5 Holy Communion 

12 Back to Sunday School for all Ages 

Every Week Join us for: 
 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in person and via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  
 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by         

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

NEW: MORNING TIME OPTION 

More room between pews!  
NOTE:  The new Church directory is published! Available at church or online! 

Tuesday Evening 7PM Zoom info:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550947914 

 

Thursday Morning 10am Zoom Info:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89592356445 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550947914
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89592356445

