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Resurrection and Reopening
As I write this, Easter Sunday is five days away. This year, Easter may have greater significance (if that’s possible). We will come together, both in person (at 8:00 am) and virtually (at 10:30) to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. We will give thanks that Jesus died and
rose again for all of us; that our sins might be forgiven and that we might claim the promise of eternal life in the presence of God. This year, we may have more for which to be
grateful.
Easter Sunday 2020 was the first Sunday we offered live worship online. We had no idea
how long we would have to continue that practice while in-person, indoor worship was
suspended. A deadly pandemic had completely changed our priorities and our way of
thinking. Like many other modifications we had to make in our lives, it took awhile to
settle in to a form of worship that works best for us.
This year, we are able to gather outdoors in person to sing in worship - an important first
in a congregation for whom vocal music is central to worship. In a few weeks, work will
get underway in the sanctuary to make some repairs and modifications to the space which
will enable us to return to in person indoor worship. More word about when indoor worship will resume will be passed on in the next month or so.
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Resurrection and Reopening

(continued)

Currently, restrictions limit us to allowing no more persons in worship than a number
equal to half the seating capacity of the sanctuary. Given our current worship attendance, we will be able to safely accommodate anyone who wishes to attend. Everyone
must wear a mask and social distancing is required. Congregational singing is permitted; but it must be outside, wearing masks, before and/or after the indoor portion of worship.
No doubt, some members are eager to return to the sanctuary and will have no problem
with the limitations. Others, especially those who have not completed the vaccination
process, may wait awhile. There will probably be others who have grown accustomed to
worshiping at home and will continue that practice for the foreseeable future. All of
these possibilities have been considered. As a result, we will retain our online presence
for persons who choose, for whatever reason, to worship from home, college, their vacation spot, etc. This capability is one of the ways we have expanded, rather than contracted, our ministry during the pandemic.
As we come together to celebrate Jesus rising from the dead and leaving the tomb, we
are rising from the tomb of our isolation from one another. This Easter will be an especially memorable one.
God Bless,
Bill

Directory Progress
75 families

45 families
25 families
22 families
So far

We will be putting together a new pictorial directory for our church. With your help,
we hope to get individual pictures of members as
well as update with correct names, birthdays,
and addresses. You can submit your information
at this link:
https://form.jotform.com/210125346453144
Pictures can be
uploaded at the link above,
• emailed to office@dranesvilleumc.org,
• mailed to the church office,
• dropped off in the box outside the church.
•
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Spring is here!
That means that
the grass is
going to start growing
and you know what that means…
We are looking for volunteers to join the DUMC mowing team for this year. DUMC
owns a string trimmer, a self-propelled 22" mower, a riding mower, and a 48" walk
behind mower, so there is something for everyone! We are hoping to have at least
three teams again this year so each team would only mow every third week.
If you would like to volunteer please email
Laurie Barr at trustees@dranesvilleumc.org. Thanks in advance!!!

Even 4 Others
$785 in Grocery Gift Card Collection for LINK!
Food collection April 25th!

Adopt a Bed (Flower that is!)
We have just received our mulch order for our annual spring outdoor clean-up. Rather than having everyone come at once this year we will have an "Adopt
a Bed (Flower that is!)" event. Bags of mulch have
been placed near each of the 13 flower beds around
the church and parsonage. We are asking for volunteers to sign up for a bed to do the weeding/
trimming and spread the mulch. You can do your
bed whenever you are available over the next couple
weeks. Below is the link to sign up or go to our website. Thank you!
Sign up for a Bed!
Email Trustees@dranesvilleumc.org if you have any
questions!
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EASTER
EARLY
WORSHIP

Thanks to Chris Merrill, the
Barr’s and the Carlo’s for these
great pictures!

He Has Risen!

Some familiar faces behind those masks!

Mental Health First Aid
You may remember that Dranesville United Methodist Church was hosting a Youth
Mental Health First Aid course that was scheduled to take place last March. As you
well know, the pandemic lockdown was two weeks before the scheduled training. It
may still be some time before we can host this training, but there is an opportunity
that you can attend virtually. It is a suicide prevention training called QPR - Question, Persuade, and Refer.

QPR stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer – the 3 simple yet powerful steps anyone
can learn to help save a life from suicide.
Just as people trained in CPR help save thousands of lives each year, people trained in
QPR learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question,
persuade, and refer someone to the help they need. Each year, thousands of Americans,
like you, are saying "yes" to saving the life of a friend, colleague, sibling, or neighbor by
becoming a part of the QPR life-saving network.
QPR can be learned in a free, 60-minute virtual training course. Anyone age 16 and over
is encouraged to take QPR training – parents, friends, neighbors, teachers, ministers,
doctors, nurses, office supervisors, police officers, volunteer coaches, youth organization
leaders, caseworkers, firefighters, and anyone who might be strategically positioned to
recognize and refer someone at risk of suicide.
QPR training teaches participants to:
•
•
•

Recognize the warning signs of suicide.
Ask tough questions and offer hope.
Get help and save a life.

Fairfax County Community Services Board 's Wellness, Health Promotion and Prevention team is offering QPR trainings throughout the year to assist our residents in helping
others. Now more than ever, it is important to reach out to our friends, family members,
neighbors and colleagues to engage in health promotion and suicide prevention conversations.
Let’s make sure everyone in our community knows how much they matter. The next set
of QPR trainings that will take place this April:
Monday, April 5 at 6:30pm- 7:30pm
Friday, April 23 at 10:00am-11:00am
Please contact Candi Heinzman if you have any questions.
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Why Shop at a The Closet?
Did you ever consider all of the benefits of shopping at thrift shops? There are
several reasons why people shop at a thrift shop, but probably at the top of the list
for many of us is because it saves money and it’s fun to find the unique items
which you cannot find elsewhere. These personal benefits are great reasons to
shop at thrift shops. However, there are also other extremely powerful reasons
why thrift shops, especially local non-profit thrift shops such as The Closet, are a
terrific choice for shopping:
• It Benefits the Local Community when you shop at The Closet,
the proceeds stay local and support the local community by going to local
non-profit organizations as grants, and to local students as college scholarships.
• It Benefits the World when you shop at a thrift shop, you benefit the environment because it:
 Reduces Load on Landfills Good serviceable clothing re-sold in a thrift
shop, rather than going into the trash, reduces the load on our rapidly filling
landfills. The EPA estimates that about 10 million tons of textile products
get sent to landfills every year! We estimate that in one year over 800,000
items were saved from local landfills by being donated to The Closet.
 Saves Natural Resources When you buy items at a thrift shop, it saves
the natural resources (energy, chemicals, and water) which would be required to manufacture a new item. As an example, the United Nations estimates that it takes over 2600 gallons of water to grow the cotton and manufacture a single pair of jeans. Compare this with the World Health Organization’s estimate of a minimum of 700-1400 gallons of water per year for a
person to survive with just basic hygiene and cooking needs met. When you
buy that pair of gently used designer jeans at The Closet, you are saving
enough water to support up to approximately 3.5 people for a year!
Earth Day is coming up on April 22nd. Think about all you can do in the
spirit of Earth Day by shopping, donating, and volunteering at The
Closet!
The Closet is looking for someone to fill a part-time Volunteer Coordinator position. For more information about ths
position, or other openings at The Closet, please see http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/job-openings/

SEE MORE:
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org
or Facebook page
TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea

If you would like to volunteer at The Closet,
please sign up find the link at the bottom right
corner of The Closet’s web page.
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Work begins on the Sanctuary floor this week!

April
18
25
25
May
2

Church Council Meeting 12N
Even 4 Others Collection
Healthy Church Team Meeting 2PM
Holy Communion

Every Week Join us for:




Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom
Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by
e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org or leave a message at 703-430-3137
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