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If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at
office@dranesvilleumc.org.

DOING OUR PART
Since we began taking steps to combat COVID, this congregation has responded to needs
as they became known. We focused most of our efforts on food insecurity. Before
COVID, there were many in this country who lacked enough nutritious food to eat. The
pandemic made things worse. Recently, I heard that up to 25% of the children in this
country do not have enough to eat. While we do not hear of mass starvation in this country, it’s safe to assume that many children (and adults) are malnourished. At a time when
COVID and other diseases threaten us, it’s important to have the best possible defenses
against them. Proper nutrition will help us build strength and boost our immune systems.
Every other month, DUMC members have contributed food to LINK Inc., the local faithbased charity which provides food and other essentials, as well as assistance with rent,
utilities and other basic expenses for persons in need. LINK serves Herndon, Sterling and
Ashburn. On the months when food is not collected, DUMC members give grocery cards
worth thousands of dollars for LINK to pass on to their clientele to help them fill in the
gaps, meet special dietary needs, etc.
At least two DUMC members deliver food to homebound persons for LINK. Several
members have worked the monthly Mobile Food Pantry; where families drive to a nearby
church parking lot to pick up much-needed food items.
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C: 703-209-0461
703-430-3137

DOING OUR PART

(continued)

During Lent, we will focus on another way to combat food insecurity using devotional
materials provided by the Society of Saint Andrew (SOSA). Established by two Vietnam veterans who became United Methodist pastors, SOSA strives to put nutritious
food on the plates of hungry people by salvaging and delivering fresh produce that might
otherwise go to waste. Some DUMC members have helped glean produce in local
fields; food which was sent to area food banks. From the beginning, when the focus was
on salvaging potatoes, SOSA expanded to gleaning nearly everything that we might find
on our grocery shelves. The organization has minimal expenses for a small paid staff
which overseas a vast network of volunteers and the costs of shipping gleaned produce.
SOSA claims that they can put a serving of food on a plate for about 6-7 cents.
Each household will receive a devotional book which will have daily devotions for Ash
Wednesday through Easter Sunday. The devotionals will also contain information about
all of SOSA’s ministries; which extend well beyond gleaning produce. To help cover
the cost of the devotionals and to contribute to the work of SOSA, we will target our
Lenten offering to SOSA. Please prayerfully consider giving $1 per day for each day of
Lent (or whatever you feel led to give). This is one more way we can help fight food insecurity.
God Bless.
Bill

Directory Progress
75 families

45 families

We will be putting together a new pictorial directory for our church. With your help,
we hope to get individual pictures of members as
well as update correct names, birthdays, and addresses. You can submit your information at this
link:

https://form.jotform.com/210125346453144
25 families
9 families
So far

Pictures can be
uploaded at the link above,
• emailed to office@dranesvilleumc.org,
• mailed to the church office,
• dropped off in the box outside the church.
•
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WINTER AT DUMC

Happenings on the Hill!!

Thanks to the generous donors, shoppers
and volunteers, The Closet had $66,000
available for distribution in January
2021. Monetary grants totaling
$41,600 will be given to the following organizations:
•

Adaptive Fitness Legion – to help low-income individuals with disabilities get
workout programs tailored to their specific adaptive needs.

•

All Ages Read Together – to sponsor classes so children with no preschool experience can have a free summer program to prepare them for kindergarten.

•

Cornerstones – to support direct assistance for vulnerable families in the community, including support with maintaining housing stability.

•

Family PASS - to provide emergency funding and connect clients to jobs and
education resources to ultimately achieve stable housing.

•

Fellowship Square Foundation – to help provide quality housing for low-income
seniors (aged 62 and older) who can live independently.

•

Food for Neighbors - to provide local middle and high schools with individual
meals and snack items during times when students might go hungry.

•

Helping Hungry Kids - to provide food packs to local elementary school children
who lack enough food on weekends and during breaks.

•

Herndon-Reston FISH - to serve clients not eligible for Federal support.

V

•

Herndon Senior Center - to subsidize the Feldenkrais: Awareness through
Movement, class for two sessions.

T

Langley Residential Support Services - to support ongoing programs for 50+ developmentally disabled adults in Fairfax County.

C

•

•

Stroke Comeback Center - to support the delivery of communication, cognition,
and exercise groups to low-income survivors of stroke and other brain trauma.

Each member congregation in good standing (includes DUMC) will receive $500
for their benevolence fund within the next month.

SEE MORE:
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org
or Facebook page
TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea

If you would like to volunteer at The
Closet, please sign up find the link at the
bottom right corner of The Closet’s web
page.
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LINK Against Hunger

$850.00
In Grocery Store
Gift Cards
February 28th
Even4Others
Collection
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What to Donate?
Wisdom from a Food Bank Volunteer
•

You could donate shelf-stable milk, you can find it at stores like Walmart. It
doesn't need to be refrigerated and has a long shelf life. Add this to the cereal that
you donate with plastic utensils and bowls.

•

If you are donating canned foods, that is awesome, but do you know what's not
donated often? Can openers. Canned Foods should be Pop Tops.

•

Cooking oil is a luxury that often is overlooked when donations roll-in. You've got
the noodles and rice, but if the recipe calls for oil. Well, now they have that as
well. Plastic bottles of things like olive oil are great. Shelf stable jars of ghee
(clarified butter) are even better -- most food pantries can't take any cold goods
like butter. Coconut oil is a great one, because it can also be used on skin and hair

•

Salt, pepper, and other spices are great and not items that are often donated.

•

Teabags, coffee, and coffee filters are caring gifts. Hot cocoa, hot cider mix, instant coffee, and chai concentrate powder are also super valuable.

•

Seeds are great in spring & summer. Growing their own produce is easy for some.

•

Tuna and crackers, that's a bomb meal for anyone

•

Bread is not often donated They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but NEED
sandwich bread.

•

Mayo, mustard, and Ketchup

•

Everyone loves Stove Top
Stuffing

•

Vegetarian canned fake-meat

•

Cake Mix, Frosting, and if you really want to go for it, cake pan and candles for an
upcoming child's birthday

•

Jello is a good one to donate! A dessert where all that is needed is hot water is not
a common thing. and did not need additional eggs, milk, or oil

•

Sugar & Flour are dreams.

•

Dish Washing Detergent is very expensive & is always appreciated.

•

Feminine Hygiene Products are a luxury & women will cry over them.

•

Many baby formula companies offer free samples. Even if you have never had
kids, sign up for these (you can do it every year). Even if mothers are breastfeeding, stress can easily dry up supply.

New bench
located
alongside
the road in
Algonkian
Park,
Fairway
Drive

February
7
14
17
28

Holy Communion
New Member Welcome
Ash Wednesday
LINK Collection

Every Week Join us for:





Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom
Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. Social Justice study group meets virtually
via Zoom

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by
e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org or leave a message at 703-430-3137
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