
  

1 

 

Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.       

 virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom 

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at    

 office@dranesvilleumc.org. 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

With the beginning of the New Year, some of us may be breathing a sigh of relief that 2020 is FI-
NALLY over.  It was a year with many losses - lives to COVID - 19; businesses due to restrictions 
and decreased consumer interest; opportunities to be together in person in worship; special events, 
such as weddings, vacations, graduations, and proms; even the chance to simply see each others 
faces, shake hands, hug and be physically close.  As 2021 begins, there is an increasing amount of 
hope and guarded optimism.     
 
News of development and distribution of two vaccines is certainly positive.  Many of us are eager 
to receive the shots as soon as we possibly can.  On one hand, the rapid development of the vac-
cines is amazing.  At the same time, we may find ourselves becoming impatient as we wait our 
turn to be vaccinated. 
 
The hope provided by the vaccine, coupled with “COVID Fatigue” and the desire to be together 
over the holidays, may result in an unnecessary spike in infections.  It’s important for all of us to 
continue the safe practices which have been stressed for months until such time as enough people 
are immunized.  One day, in the not-too-distant future, this will all be behind us.  
 
In the Church, we will continue to practice the necessary safety procedures.  As most of you know, 
we not only follow the guidance and policies of the government, we also have an additional  set of 
standards for all United Methodist congregations in the Virginia Annual Conference.  Within our 
congregation, we have a Healthy Church Team which will advise and coordinate all activities as 
we seek to return to normal as quickly and safely as possible.  
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While we have been following these procedures, we have also seized new opportunities to en-
hance our online worship experience.  We are grateful to the Dave Rogers Memorial Fund for the 
purchase of a camera, microphones, computer, monitors and other equipment to enable us to pro-
vide a worship experience with improved audio and video outputs.  Coupled with increased Inter-
net speed in the church building, we can do so much more than we could back in March and April 
of 2020.  Bill Bliven, along with Ed and Laurie Barr connected all the necessary devices and 
oversee the technical operation of our worship. 
 
Participation during worship has both increased and improved.  We very much appreciate the 
many persons who have played, sung, read, taken photos, made paintings, and done so much to 
make each worship experience special and unique.  We are constantly looking for new and differ-
ent ideas; so please let Susan Gray, Ed or Laurie Barr, or me know what you have to offer.    
 
The extent of involvement in mission in 2020 was phenomenal.  DUMC helped a great deal in the 
battle against food insecurity in our community.  Contributions to LINK of food and grocery 
cards, driving food to needy families for LINK, distributing food through LINK’s Mobile Food 
Pantry, gleaning produce for the Society of Saint Andrew, and other activities have helped many 
needy persons.  Let’s not forget work at The Closet, coat collections for the homeless for Corner-
stones, Christmas gifts for Kids Connection, and other forms of service. 
 
There were many challenges in 2020; but there was also a great deal of good to come out of a 
challenging year.  Many of us know our neighbors better.  We appreciate the many persons who 
helped us and the opportunities we have had to help others.   
 
Let’s look ahead.  What can we do to help the community and one another safely return to normal 
and put the experience we gained to use?  I have a few ideas: 
 
I know that several families acquired pets during the past several months.  No doubt, some of 
your neighbors did too.  Let’s look to have a Blessing of the Animals for members, your neigh-
bors, and the community at large in the field at the bottom of Liberty Meeting Court sometime in 
the spring.  This could be a fun, visible, nonthreatening way to meet our neighbors and invite 
them to briefly worship with us in an outdoor setting. 
 
Some of us have acquired new skills or hobbies during the past year.  What if we created affinity 
groups to match persons with the skills with those who might like to learn them?  These groups 
could begin on Zoom and move to in person as circumstances allow.   
 
What about an “After COVID” gathering in which the community is invited to join us to cele-
brate and share their highs and lows?   
 
What ideas do you have?  I will take the lead on the Blessing of the Animals.   We will need lead-
ership for some of the other events and activities which either extend past my retirement date or 
become ongoing activities which will need a coordinator.   
 
Things will be different once we can get back together.  Let’s make this return the most positive 
experience possible.    
 
God Bless, 
Bill 

NEW YEAR, NEW HOPE AND NEW POSSIBILITIES (continued) 



The Closet truly is a faith
through its nonprofit thrift shop. Won
munity by volunteering? Sign up at
go/60b044faea82ca13
choose, be sure and click on the 
screen.

Adult Sunday School Study 
 
You Are Never Alone by Max Lucado 
When life feels depleted, does God care? I’m facing 
an onslaught of challenges; will God help? When 
life grows dark and stormy, does God notice? I’m 
facing the fear of death; will God help me? The an-
swer in the life-giving miracles in the Gospel of 
John is a resounding yes. 
  
Join us on Zoom at 9:00 AM starting Sunday,    
January 03, 2021, as we study this new, six-week 
video-based series from Max Lucado. 
  
Contact office@dranesvilleumc.org to learn how to 
connect to the class 

The Upper Room magazine's mission is to provide a 
practical way to listen to scripture, connect with believers 
around the world, and spend time with God each day. 
Pick up your copy bi-monthly in print at church or…. 

Did you know—You can view digitally and add the Upper 
Room devotional to your electronic calendar? 

Use this link:  www.upperroom.org/covid-19 

Virtual Wednesday Night Dinner January 20th 

Join us for virtual Wednesday 

night dinner January 20th at  

5:30pm.  The link will be the same 

as last month and we will be send-

ing out reminders by email with 

the “theme”. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer
mailto:office@dranesvilleumc.org
https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19


Return to Our Vision Statement Initiative 
 

It’s hard to believe that it’s been almost a year since we started a process to craft a 
vision statement for Dranesville UMC. We began by soliciting the thoughts of the 
congregation through a series of discussion groups. Then a vision team began using 
the results of the discussion groups, along with the study of vision statements of 
other churches, and lots of prayer, to help discern God’s will for our church. With 
these inputs, the vision team began drafting a vision statement for Dranesville 
Church. 

 

In March, the coronavirus put our activities on hold, and we decided to wait until 
we could resume in-person meetings to continue our work. That time didn’t come, 
so in the Fall, the vision team started ZOOM meetings to take our work to the point 
that it could be shared with the congregation. That is where we are today. 

 

This week you will receive a letter or email from the vision team and draft vision 
statement for Dranesville Church. The vision statement is actually a set of three 
written products that support one another. They are: a Statement of Values which 
identifies what’s important to our church and sets us apart from other churches; a 
Mission Statement which describes what we are doing today, and a Vision State-
ment which describes where we believe God is leading us in the future. 

 

Please review the information that you will be receiving. We ask that you prayerfully 
consider each of the pieces in the vision package, and provide your written com-
ments to the vision team via the church office no later than January 24th. Based on 
the feedback from the congregation, the Statement of Values, Mission Statement 
and Vision Statement will be finalized for submission to the Church Council, and 
then presented to the church charge conference for final approval.  

 

The vision team looks forward from hearing from you. 
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Covid Christmas at Dranesville UMC 
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 News from the CLOSET:  

 

SEE MORE: 

Check out  website: 
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org 
 

 
or Facebook page  
TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea 
 

Are you looking for ways to give back to the Community? Do you want to make new friends? Volunteer support is essential to th
successful realization of the Closet
support many of our efforts.

Opportunities exist for individuals, youth groups, and adult groups from area schools, religious congregations and 
businesses.

Volunteer opportunities abound during our operating hours, 8AM 

To volunteer for our other times you can do any of these:

Sign up at

Call The Closet and talk to the Store Manager

• 

• 

If you have donated to The Closet in the past few months, you have certainly 

seen the new intake structure at the back of The Closet’s building. This structure 

improves the efficiency of accepting and sorting donations and provides a cov-

ered area for the staff and volunteers who are working with donations. This do-

nation center was accomplished through Home Aid Northern Virginia (HANV) 

and their project “builder captain” 

Richmond American Homes. In 

conjunction with construction trade 

partners that donated labor, time, 

materials, and expertise to the pro-

ject, HANV, and Richmond America 

were able to save The Closet just 

over 55% of the cost of construction. 

Even 4 Others 

The LINK Against Hunger Food Program is 
our monthly effort to  through supply emer-
gency food  or Grocery Gift Cards to people 
within the Herndon, Sterling, and Ashburn, 
Virginia communities. 

Dranesville collected 1046 
Items in December!! 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/volunteer/#how-to
http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/volunteer/#how-to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer
tel:1-703-437-7652
http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/the-closet-addition.jpg


 CORNERSTONES COAT DRIVE 

Coats for Cornerstones are no longer being accepted at the Cornerstones Main 
Office.  All new or gently used coats should be delivered to:   

 Reston National Golf Course 
 11875 Sunrise Valley Drive,  Reston, VA. 20190 
 
Coat donations are accepted Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM until  
January 8th.  NEW hats, scarves, and gloves will also be accepted. 
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January  

3  Holy Communion 

20 Virtual Wednesday Night Dinner 5:30 pm 

24 Grocery Gift Cards for LINK 

Every Week Join us for: 
 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  

 Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  Social Justice study group meets virtually 

via Zoom  

 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by 

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 

Thank you Billie Lee Wells for this Sunset Picture of our Bell Tower 


