
June 200 

 

Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.      

  virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom 

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at   

  office@dranesvilleumc.org. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 
Many times each day we are bombarded by reports of events in our community, our nation, 
and around the world.  Many of the reports we read in the press or see and hear on TV, the 
Internet, on the radio, etc., are given by persons in order to further an agenda; their own or 
that of an organization for whom they work.  In this election season which, by the time you 
read this will, mercifully, be over, we have heard and read all kinds of reports about the can-
didates - their business dealings, actions of family members and associates, and other sordid 
details which, even if true, often have nothing to do with why we should vote for one candi-
date or the other.  Once in awhile we learned something about where the candidates appeared 
to stand on issues. 
 
I imagine you have had to deal with these types of reports involving your work place, school, 
family, etc.  We can’t get away from them.  How should we, as believers, handle them?   
 
In his book, The Contrarian’s Guide to Leadership, the late Dr. Steve Sample, President 
Emeritus of the University of Southern California, writes about the concept of “thinking 
grey.”  Thinking grey is about trying to receive information yet not make snap judgements 
about whether it is true or false without checking further.   

(Continued on page 2) 

 

THINKING GREY 

CONTACT US PASTOR BILL HEINZMAN BILL@DRANESVILLEUMC.ORG  C: 703-209-0461 

   CHURCH OFFICE  OFFICE@DRANESVILLEUMC.ORG 703-430-3137

Pastor’s Message 1 

Christmas Child 3 

LINK for Others  4 

Church Kitchen 5 

Chrismons 6 

Stewardship 109  8        

The  Closet  9       

Gleaning Apples 10 

Calendar 12 



Caption describing picture or graphic 

THINKING GREY 

(continued) 

In our highly-charged political atmosphere, we will constantly be exposed to stories about 
persons on all points of the political spectrum.  Some may contain lavish, exaggerated praise, 
but most will be negative.  If we think grey, we can take the information in and, at the same 
time, consider the source(s).  We can ask ourselves what we really can know from the report 
and how much is unconfirmed speculation.  While some outlets may deny it, it is pretty easy 
to determine the political leanings of the major news networks.  This should be a factor in 
how we form our opinions and our choices to believe the reports or not.  That’s not to imply 
that a story may be false, based solely on who’s reporting it.  We should just be aware of the 
filters through which we get our news. 
 
This same idea of thinking grey can guide us in our personal interactions.  As a pastor, I get 
reports about church members all the time.  A long time ago I learned that initial reports are 
nearly always incomplete and often inaccurate.  When possible, I will ask the person making 
the report to me how he or she knows their information to be true.  Is this first-hand infor-
mation?  If it is, I may still want to know if anyone else has knowledge of the contents of the 
report.  If so, I will want to hear the story from them to help provide some balance. 
 
If news is second-hand, I am much more careful.  I will ask about their source(s).  If possible, 
I will check with the source.  Often, the story I get from the source varies greatly from what I 
initially receive. 
 
Recently, I preached on the two Great Commandments - love for God and love for neighbor.  
By thinking grey, by waiting until we have the facts surrounding any issue or story, we are 
able to love our neighbor by giving him or her a fair hearing and making decisions based on 
the truth as best we understand it. 
 
In addition, the Ninth Commandment, which prohibits giving false testimony or witness 
against one’s neighbor, can apply in these situations.  The next time you hear, “Do you know 
what they’re saying about ______?”, or you think about passing on something you’ve heard 
about someone (but can’t confirm), consider the fact that you may, albeit unwittingly, be 
bearing a false witness against someone.  If you, or someone you know, has ever been the 
victim of the spreading of a false story, you know how devastating that can be.  Once the sto-
ry is out there, the damage is done.  Apologies and retractions cannot undo it. 
 
In these tense times, when there are so many rumors and claims about ways COVID -19 is 
spread, about the best ways to protect oneself, about the manner in which cases are reported, 
and so many other things, thinking grey can help us sift through the reports, avoid jumping to 
conclusions, and maintain a healthier perspective.  We can be a calming presence in a sea of 
misinformation. 
 
God Bless, 
Bill 
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from farms, gardens, farmers mar-

mercially harvested or on fields where it is not 

The gleaners were outstand-

ing in their field.  

Our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Packing Party has 
been canceled due to COVID-19, but don’t let that stop 
you from packing your own boxes at home. Donald Ste-
phens already has 300+ boxes ready to go! 

OCC National Collection Week is November 16th thru 
November 23rd. Please contact me before then if you 
have any boxes so we can arrange for me to pick them 
up from you or for you to drop them off at my house. I 
will deliver them to the closest OCC Relay Center during 
National Collection Week.  

For anyone interested in volunteering to work at the OCC Processing Center (1650 
Union Ave, Baltimore MD 21211), I have scheduled the following: 

20 slots for Saturday December 5th  Tour 3pm-7:00pm 

10 slots for Friday December 11th   Tour 2pm-6pm 

Please email me if you would like to go. I will add you to the reservation. Once you 
are added you will receive an email from Samaritan’s Purse with a waiver to com-
plete for the visit. Here is a link to the latest COVID-19 info. Click on Processing 
Centers to read what to expect. https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/covid-19#process 

Any questions? Contact Donna Carlo at mdgirlinva@yahoo.com or 703 244-2911.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE 



EVEN 4 OTHERS—LINK 

375 items delivered in October! 
 

LINK Grocery Card Collection – November 15, 2020  
 
Now's the time to get your donated grocery gift cards from your favorite grocery 
store in the mail for our next collection for LINK.  Purchase gift cards in small de-
nominations so that LINK can include them in the grocery bags that are delivered to 
the families.  Please, no cards over $25.  If you prefer to write a check, please make 
the check payable to “Dranesville UMC” with “LINK” on the memo line. 
 
NEXT: Mail your grocery gift card or check donation to: 
Dranesville UMC 

1089 Liberty Meeting Court 

Herndon, VA 20170-2359 

  
Please include the word LINK on the lower-left corner  
of the envelope. 

 

   Thank You  
The family of Dave Rogers 

Would like to thank you for the prayers, cards, calls and flowers, 

and expressions of sympathy shown following his passing. 

 

Thank you for thinking of our family during this difficult time.  

 

 

Next month:   

 

LINK food  

collection on  

December 13th. 



Before….. 
After….. 

CHURCH KITCHEN REMODEL 

2 new Sinks, 2new sets of Cabinets and 2new counters 

Thank you to our very own  re-

modeling team….more to 

come!! 

More After….. 



Symbols of Christ: Chrismons Represent  

the Spirit of the Christmas Season 
Over the years, the Christmas tree has become a symbol of Christ as the "tree of life." Through 

the birth of Jesus, believers have been given God's gifts of life, light and wisdom.  "Chrismon" 

is a combination of the words "Christ" and "monogram," and means "symbols of Christ." 

Chrismons are a type of Christmas Tree decoration used in many churches and often in the 

homes of Christians.  Ideas for fashioning them are developed from early Christian symbols, 

the Bible and church histories and often, if the ornaments on a Christmas tree are comprised 

mostly of Christian symbols, the tree is known as a "Chrismon Tree."   

 

In 1940, Reverend George Pass, an elderly minister visited the home of Frances Kipps Spencer 

during the Christmas season. Reverend Pass was from a poor church and, in order to acquire 

the materials to make decorations, asked Mrs. Spencer for her discarded wrappings. His crea-

tions from these meager materials were then shared with his congregation. Reverend Pass' 

great devotion moved Mrs. Spencer and her husband, Harry, to continue the tradition and make 

their own ornaments for decoration of their tree. 

 

In 1957, Mrs. Spencer volunteered to be in charge of the decorations 

for her church, The Ascension Lutheran Church of Danville, Va. She 

decided instead of traditional balls and colored lights, that handmade 

ornaments would be more appropriate.  

 

Mrs. Spencer began to study the monograms of Christ and, after dis-

covering the Latin word chrisma, the name Chrismon was born. Four 

instructional books were written by Mrs. Spencer with the help of 

her congregation so that this "ministry" might be shared throughout 

the United States and the world. 

 

The Chrismon Tree tradition has continued at Ascension Lutheran Church for over fifty 

years.  Mrs. Spencer stated a tree was never finished until someone came to see it and have the 

story of Christ explained to them through the ornaments.  Today the original ornaments are 

joined by gifts from around the globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

including excerpts from: Chrismons.com  



More About Chrismons 
 

Although Chrismons have been used in the United States since 1957, many symbols of Christi-

anity have come down to us through the ages. Early Christians often worshipped in secret to 

avoid possible persecution and death. They developed certain symbols that were used to com-

municate with fellow believers and direct Christians to secret places of worship. Symbols that 

signified the believers' faith often adorned doors and buildings, and were included on items such 

as jewelry and household utensils. 

 

All Chrismons Ornaments are made in a combination of white and gold to symbolize the purity 

and majesty of the Son of God and the Son of Man. Chrismons are created with beads and wire 

but also with needlepoint, felt, as well as just styrofoam and ribbon. Making them by hand brings 

fellowship and meaning to the process. 

 

This Advent season, members of our congregation will make a Chrismon for each family.   

We hope to inspire you to study what these symbols mean, and hang this one on your tree 

 

 

The book of Luke tells the story of how the angels went to simple shep-

herds to tell them the news of the Savior's birth. "Glory to God in the 

Highest!" they sang. Angel symbols reminds us that the Gospel is for us 

and for all. 

The butterfly is a symbol of Christ's resurrection and eternal life. Just 

as the butterfly emerges from its cocoon and flies upward with a new 

body, the followers of Jesus Christ are reborn and given a new life. 

 

 

 

This is a symbol of the Holy Trinity. 

The fish are an ancient symbol for Christ, the Greek word for 

"Fish" forming an acrostic that spells out "Jesus Christ, Son of God,       

Savior." 

This cross, also a Celtic Cross, is a bit more ornamen-

tal.  Nevertheless, it means about the same thing as the cross, above 

and is a commonly seen symbol. 

 

 

This is a  complex symbol. The "X"and "P" is the Greek letter "Chi" 

and "Rho" superimposed. They are the first two letters in the name 

"Christ" spelled in Greek (Xpistos). The "A" and upsidedown "U" are 

the Greek letters, "Alpha" and "Omega," the first and last letters of the 

Greek alphabet.  Together they represent Jesus' words: "I am the Al-

pha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ichthys


  

Spotlight on Stewardship 109 

 

I wonder what your most valuable possession is.  Many 
might say their home, while others might say their busi-
nesses.  Many years ago Bob Buford said at a Seminar, 
"It seems insane to me that a person would be willing to 
trade what he has a shortage of - time - in order to gain 
more of what he already has a surplus of - wealth." Read 
this a couple of times until it sinks in. 

Our most valuable asset is time.  Many times, I hear 
people say, "How do you spend your time?"  Time is something that we spend.  We 
all spend our time on something and once its spent, it's gone. 

Luke 12:18-20 is where the farmer says he will tear down his barns and build larg-
er ones when he has a bumper crop.  God says to him, "You fool?  This very night 
your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?"  
Luke 12:21 says, "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God”.  This man did not die rich - he died broke! 

How are you handling your time account?  We should handle our time account 
with greater care than we do our investment accounts.  Often it is easier for Chris-
tians to give money than it is to give time.  It is not in how much of our stuff we 
give; it is in how much of ourselves we give that allows us to fully experience the 
joy and blessing of giving. 

What is your most valuable asset?  The answer is "time".  How are you using your 
most valuable asset to do something that will last for eternity? 

 

 

Thanks to Tommy Herndon &  Virginia UMC Development Company for providing information. 



NEWS FROM THE CLOSET:  

 

Donations continue to be overwhelming. Donation hours are now 8 am-noon so every-

thing can be brought inside by 5 pm. 

  

The Closet Board of Directors voted to give monetary grants in October: 

• Family PASS  - to aid families needing emergency assistance for rent and utilities  

• Food for Neighbors - to provide local middle and high schools with individual 

meals  

• South Lakes PTSA Food Pantry – to provide grocery store gift certificates to  fami-

lies  

• In addition $7,500 was set aside in the Scholarship Fund to be given out in 2021 to 

deserving graduates from local high schools. 

  

The rear addition is essentially finished. An overhead fan still needs to be installed, 

and the current (temporary) exterior lights need to be replaced with ones that are ap-

proved by The Town of Herndon, but otherwise the project is complete. Instead of a 

ribbon cutting, a “drive-through” was held on October 28. Many thanks to Home Aid 

and their subcontractors.   

 

SEE MORE: 

Check out  website: 
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org 
 

 
or Facebook page  
TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea 
 

The Closet truly is a faith-based, volunteer-driven organization impacting lives 
through its nonprofit thrift shop. Won’t you help The Closet impact lives in the com-
munity by volunteering? Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer.   After clicking on whatever task and time you 
choose, be sure and click on the “Submit and Sign Up” button at the bottom of the 
screen.  Thank you for your continued support!  

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer


Dranesville UMC sent a team of six to glean apples at Marker-Miller Or-
chards near Middletown VA on Saturday 31 October 2020.  We gleaned for 
about 1.5 hours alongside at least 50 other Society of Saint Andrew volun-
teers.  An estimated 275 pounds of apples were delivered to LINK early Sat-
urday afternoon for distribution.  

Gleaning for the Society of St Andrew 

Bags of gleaned apples awaiting pickup 
 

Two  rows of apple trees to be gleaned 

Just a portion of the 

total gleaned 

 

The “bad apples” are piled  

at the base of each tree.    



The apples to be delivered to LINK 

 

Team Dranesville  

after gleaning  

(Beth not pictured) 
 

 Apple Gleaning  - Team Dranesville 



Thanks to Billie Lee Wells 

November  

1  Service of Lament 

3 Boy Scout Meetings start in Parking area 

8  Holy Communion 

11  Veterans Day 

15 LINK Grocery Card Collection 

26  Thanksgiving 

29 First Sunday of Advent 

Every Week Join us for: 
 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  

 Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  Social Justice study group meets virtually 

via Zoom  

 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by 

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 


