
June 200 

 

Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.      

  virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom 

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at   

  office@dranesvilleumc.org. 

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE 

 

Many of us have heard or said the statement, “You can’t go back.”  It’s meant to re-

mind us that we can’t return to the past and the way things were.  That statement is 

more true than ever during this pandemic.  We have had to learn to live differently 

in order to stay safe while still maintaining as much of a “normal” way of life as pos-

sible.  The changes we have made as a congregation are good examples of what this 

looks like. 

 

There have been few activities on church property.  The grass still needs to be 

mowed and periodic maintenance must be conducted.  The mail comes and goes; 

although the volume has reduced quite a bit. 

 

We have had to find ways to worship, hold Sunday school classes and Bible studies, 

conduct the business of the congregation, and so many other things from a distance.  

This meant embracing technology in ways which were new to most of us.  While this 

was not a smooth, linear process, most of us have adapted.   
(Continued on page 2) 
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YOU CAN’T GO BACK  (continued) 
We are constantly learning new ways to be in ministry.  By the time you read this, we 

will have had our second outdoor Communion Service.  It took time to figure out how to 

safely celebrate the Sacrament while the church building is closed for worship and we’re 

required to wear masks and practice social distancing.   
 

This practice of outdoor Communion cannot be continued much longer; given the cold-

er temperatures of the late fall and winter.  Fortunately, the Annual Conference has au-

thorized us to celebrate Communion online.  I won’t go into the details in this article, 

because I haven’t worked them out completely.  The point is we have found yet another 

way to be The Church in these unusual circumstances.  You will receive more details in 

the next few weeks.  The plan is to celebrate Communion online every month, starting 

with the first Sunday in November. 
 

Now that we have learned how to conduct worship online, we expect to maintain, and 

even improve, online worship.  This enables us to reach persons who are unable to leave 

their homes and persons who are located some distance away and cannot travel to the 

church building under normal circumstances.  This includes members who are away at 

college, those who live and work far from the church, persons out of town on business or 

vacation, and others who discover us online and find our worship meeting a spiritual 

need. 
 

Advent and Christmas worship will be much different.  Plans are being made to make 

our worship meaningful and memorable.  We will include input from many of you as 

you share in lighting Advent candles, display Nativity sets, describe favorite ornaments, 

etc. - all from your homes. 
 

Mission activities are expanding as we discover new ways to serve those in need.  Our 

food collection efforts have expanded from every other month to every month with the 

addition of providing grocery gift cards during the off months.  Members have partici-

pated in the LINK Mobile Food Pantry and gone gleaning on several occasions in the 

past few months.  The food pantry is a new ministry; while gleaning is something we did 

one time a year before the pandemic.  Members help to deliver groceries for LINK - an 

expansion of an effort that involved only one member before. 
 

No one knows how long we will have to live under the current restrictions.  With that in 

mind, we are continuously adapting in order to be the Church in the most relevant, 

meaningful manner.   
 

We probably can’t go back to the way things were before the pandemic.  We probably 

shouldn’t.  We are learning and growing in ways that will help to carry us into the fu-

ture.  In the midst of trying times, this is something to celebrate. 
 

God Bless,  Bill 



OUTDOOR COMMUNION 

Welcome Dave Storey our new 

church member—at long last!! 
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EVEN 4 OTHERS—LINK 

$680 in Grocery Gift Cards in September! 
 

We also collected an additional $250 in donations for LINK programs.  In Octo-

ber we will collect food and necessities. You can also choose to donate by making 

checks payable to DUMC with “LINK”  on the memo line for your tax purposes 

and church apportionments!  Please mail to the church.  Thanks!!  

The building may be closed, but our  
community is active:  

from farms, gardens, farmers mar-

mercially harvested or on fields where it is not 

Th

e 

Thank you again to the gleaners that joined us September 21st.  They gleaned 423 
bags of apples=5,076 lbs. Thank you also to the volunteers that helped get bags 
cut and tied or are working on bags this week. 

Gleaning continues throughout October, every Saturday at 
Marker-Miller Farm 3035 Cedar Creek Grade, Winchester, 
VA. We will begin at 9:00 a.m. When you arrive look for 
the pink and green signs to follow and drive back to the 
correct field.  

GLEANING FOR THE SOCIETY OF ST ANDREW 

COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 

A special care package sent 

out to our college students this 

past month!  Stay Safe! 



Volunteers  
pack the food  
for the specific  
individual or 
family recipients 
and prepare it  
for pick up by  
the Delivery  
Volunteer.   

Mobile Food Pantry 

Thank you to all who helped LINK provide food to families in our area on Septem-

ber 8th. It was a beautiful day and the volunteers worked hard in the sun & heat to 

help.  Food was given away to families from Sterling, Herndon, Ashburn, Reston, 

Leesburg, Chantilly and Hopewell in 239 cars including: 

318 families 

95 people were new to LINK’s food distribution 

1028 individuals 

530 children  

49 seniors   

And around 300 gallons of milk  by our count! 

“We’re On A Mission from GOD!” 



Loading sandwiches into 
LINK’s freezers at its main 
pantry.   

Drivers make deliveries to house-
holds in need and pick up donations 
from schools, merchants, and others. 

MORE Mobile Food Pantry 

October food pickup from Wawa for LINK  

The Wawa on Old Ox 

Road in Sterling.    There were 4 milk crates of frozen, pre-

pared sandwiches.  Roughly 2 crates fit 

into our cooler, so we made two trips. 



We raked, seeded, and rolled the area  

where the garden used to be.  The straw  

mats cover the area closest to the trickle  

ditch.  Not pictured is the required  

cement work done near the drain.  

 

This could be Fairfax County’s best top  

soil.  We are worried that the grass will  

be growing like crazy next year!  

Work on the Church Grounds 

The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    but the word of our God endures forever.”  Isaiah 40:8 



 Spotlight on Stewardship 108 

Thanks to Tommy Herndon &  Virginia UMC Development Company for providing information. 



NEWS FROM THE CLOSET:  

Thanks to the generosity of donors and volunteers, as well as the 
support of customers, the Closet was able to give out $45,000 in 
scholarships to 22 high school seniors this past June. Many recipients wrote thank you notes, 
such as this one from a Herndon High School graduate. 

I am writing to thank you for the generous Herndon Closet scholarship. I was very happy 
and appreciative to learn that I was selected as the recipient of this scholarship. 
I will be majoring in engineering starting this upcoming fall semester. I plan to pursue a 
career in Industrial & Systems engineering upon graduating from Virginia Tech. The finan-
cial assistance you provided will be of great help to me in paying my educational expens-
es, and it will allow me to concentrate more of my time for studying. 
By awarding me the Herndon Closet scholarship, you have lightened my financial burden 
which allows me to focus more on the most important aspect of school, learning. I hope 
one day I will be able to help students achieve their goals just as you have helped me. 
Thank you again for your generosity and support. 
Sincerely, M. 

If you haven’t already, please shop, volunteer, and donate so The Closet can continue to support 

the community and its young people. 

SEE MORE: 

Check out  website: 
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org 
 
or Facebook page  
TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea 
 
Sign up to volunteer at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b044faea82ca13-volunteer 

Get Ready for Fall and Winter 

Now is the time to start getting ready for fall and winter, and The Closet should be your first place 

to go to begin building your wardrobe for the colder weather.  The Closet is putting out more mer-

chandise every day, so be sure to check it out often. 

  

Everything Christmas Sale 

The Closet’s Everything Christmas Sale is planned to be held the last week in Octo-

ber.  Please watch our website, our Facebook page, and a later email with details of 

the sale’s dates, hours, and location.  As always, this should be your first place to 

shop for Christmas decorations, with a tremendous selection and prices which can-

not be beat. 

  

Columbus Day at The Closet  

Columbus Day is Monday, October 12th, and The Closet will be open our normal 

Monday hours, 10 am - 8 pm for shopping and 8 am - 12 pm for donations. 

  

Halloween 

Halloween is Saturday October 31st.  However you plan to celebrate Hallow-

een this year, whether it’s with great costumes, extra decorations, or both, 

The Closet is THE place to shop.  We have a tremendous stock just waiting 

for you to come in, and as always, our prices cannot be beat!  Come in and 

find what you need. 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd


We are thankful 
for all of you who 
keep our church 

beautiful!  

 

 

You all are beautiful! 

October  Coming Events 

 13-14  Donate to DUMC via smile.amazon.com on Prime Days 

19  Church Charge Conference 

25  LINK Food Collection  

November  

26  Thanksgiving 

Every Week Join us for: 
 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom  

 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Bible Study is held via Zoom  

 Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  Social Justice study group meets virtually 

via Zoom  

 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by 

e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 


