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Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.      

  virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom 

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at   

 office@dranesvilleumc.org. 
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Having been away from one another since the middle of March, it’s easy to become dis-
couraged.  When will we ever be back to “normal?”  We can get bogged down in feeling 
sorry for ourselves or we can figure out ways to try some new approaches to activities 
that have potential. 
 
We have been trying some new approaches in worship.  Many of you have contributed 
musical offerings, served as lectors, provided photos and videos and offered suggestions 
for other things we have yet to try.  By the time you read this, our first Outdoor Com-
munion Service will have been held (weather permitting).   
 
Missions have been expanded.  Our partnership with LINK has been strengthened 
through many of you contributing groceries and gift cards, serving as delivery drivers 
and working the mobile food pantry.  Water delivery to the local Fairfax County Police 
station continues.  We have participated in at least one short-notice gleaning opportunity 
so far, with many more ahead.  There will be other different missions taking place in the 
near future. 

(Continued on page 2) 

EXCITING POSSIBILITIES 

CONTACT US PASTOR BILL HEINZMAN BILL@DRANESVILLEUMC.ORG  C: 703-209-0461 

   CHURCH OFFICE  OFFICE@DRANESVILLEUMC.ORG 703-430-3137
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EXCITING POSSIBILITIES  (continued) 

Several of us have watched webinars offering suggestions to make the coming Advent 
and Christmas Seasons memorable.  We need to realize that those times will not be like 
anything we have ever experienced.  That doesn’t mean we can’t make them special.  
Here’s where we are looking for your input. 
 
Do you have an Advent wreath/ring?  If not, would you like to make one?  Please let 
Sharon, our Admin Assistant, or me know.  The idea is to recruit households to use their 
Advent wreath when we light the Advent candles each Sunday in Advent.  When time 
comes to light the candles, the spotlight will be switched to your home to light and read 
the appropriate liturgy. 
 
Do you have a favorite Christmas ornament which has a special meaning to you that 
you’d like to share with the congregation?  Once again, we could do this during wor-
ship, collect written accounts for those who’d rather not speak, and find ways to include 
as many of you as possible.  Our family Christmas tree is a visual history of our experi-
ences during the last 40+ years.  I imagine yours may be too. 
 
Would you like to take part in a neighborhood prayer walk in the evenings or afternoons 
during Advent?  We won’t be able to carol, but we can find ways to walk the neighbor-
hood, carrying our battery-powered candles, playing recorded music, and praying for 
our neighbors.  We will try to let them know in advance that we will be on their street 
so they can provide prayer requests or even join us.   
  
These are but a few ideas that we hope to try out.  You’re welcome to offer yours.  Why 
are we even thinking about this when it’s 90 degrees out and we’re 3-4 months away?  
Some of these ideas will require us to acquire materials, arrange to deliver them and 
make some careful plans in order to do everything as safely as possible. 
This Advent and Christmas, we may not find ourselves frantically running from store to 
store, planning large family gatherings, or traveling great distances.  We have a chance 
to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas by taking the Advent Season to prepare and 
focus. 
 
These are some ideas for two seasons in our Christian year (Advent and Christmas).  I 
encourage everyone to be as creative as possible, to try new things and work together to 
create new and lasting traditions.  This can obviously apply to every season.  We can 
look back on 2020 (and some of 2021) as a time when we 
were not able to do many things we like to do.  We can also 
look back someday and remember how we coped with our 
circumstances and were able to share the gospel in ways we 
never could have imagined.     
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
God Bless, 
Bill 



OUTDOOR COMMUNION 

What a blessing and a joy it was to have our first communion since the start of the pandemic.   

The Lord provided us a beautiful evening to gather and celebrate this sacrament. It was very up-

lifting that so many of us were able to attend. All told, we had 29 of our family come together Sun-

day evening to listen to hymns and take communion.  We were all moved by the chance to gather 

again as the family of God. Since it seems we won’t be able to gather indoors anytime soon, we 

plan on having future outdoor communion services every month.  Future services will include a 

message as well to give us all a more complete communion experience. Thanks also to all of you 

who helped arrange the service and stayed late to help put everything away. We look forward to 

seeing you when we join together again for Outdoor Communion October 4th at 6:30pm.  

Healthy 

Check-In  

with   

Donna 

Safely 

Usher to 

seating by 

Linda, Ed 

and Bill O. 
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PRAYER for Schools, Students & Teachers 

SAMPLE PRAYER FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-2021 

 

Almighty God, we come before you in an uncertain time. Among the many issues related to 

COVID-19 is the question of how to create a safe, viable learning environment for students 

and staff. We are not of one mind as to how this learning should be accomplished. As a result, 

we have some students learning from home or college dorm rooms; others attending school 

in person; and others doing a combination of the two. Regardless of the mode of instruction, 

we pray that we will come together in support of one another - whether students, teachers, 

parents or staff. 

 

We ask that you would be with all faculty and staff as they do all in their power to provide 

quality instruction in whatever settings they find themselves. Please enable them to face a 

minimum of stress in a situation for which they were only recently trained. We pray that they 

may find new and creative ways to make learning a meaningful, memorable, and fun experi-

ence for their students. May each teacher gain confidence and encouragement from this time 

as they look to you for strength. May they sense your guiding hand as they immerse them-

selves in this new frontier of teaching. 

 

For our students, we ask that they might be able to cope with their respective educational set-

tings so they might learn the material taught and accurately reflect their learning; whenever 

and however that may be evaluated. May they be given opportunities which allow them to 

balance classroom instruction with periods of interaction with their classmates to provide the 

chance for socialization. 

 

Lord,  for all students and staff, we pray for your protection as they come together in various 

settings with varying degrees of risk. Make them all mindful and observant of the safest way 

to accomplish their various tasks. May they find a way to strike a balance between vigilance 

and comfort. Throughout this academic year, may all students and staff demonstrate their 

full potential in their respective roles. May they sense your calming presence at all times.  

 

We pray all of this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

There have been many changes and disruptions to our lives as a result of COVID-19.  Perhaps no 
segment of our society has been more publicly impacted than our education system at every level.  
Nearly all of us have a friend or family member who is a student, teacher, parent of a student, 
school administrator or support person.  All concerned are faced with some tough choices: in-
person or remote instruction (teachers and students), child care concerns, 
parents’ work arrangements, and more. 
 
As a church family, we can show our support for members, family and 
friends who are students or staff by setting aside a designated time to 
pray for all concerned.  We realize that some of the schools have already 
begun; but prayer is timeless.  Let’s come together in prayer during the 
evening of Sunday, September 6, between the hours of 6:00-8:00 pm. 
Please take this time to pray for students and teachers that you know.  
Here is a sample prayer to help you begin. 
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Dranesville UMC had four people glean corn with the Society of St. Andrew in the Shenandoah 
Valley on Tuesday 11 August 2020.  All told, 239 dozen ears of corn were collected for local area 
food banks, which was 2,151 pounds of corn.  The gleaners were in the field for about two 
hours.  Below are some photos of our efforts: 

OUTSTANDING IN THE FIELD :  
Gleaning for the Society of St Andrew 

Team Dranesville  

Gleaning is the act collecting excess 
fresh foods from farms, gardens, farmers mar-
kets, grocers, restaurants, state/county fairs, 
or any other sources in order to provide it to 
those in need.   Leftover crops from farmers' 
fields are collected after they have been com-
mercially harvested or on fields where it is not 
economically profitable to harvest.   

Gleaning 

The gleaners were outstand-

ing in their field.  
   Gleaned corn in bags of 12 ears 

 

Team Dranesville rehydrates  

in a socially distant manner ! 



EVEN 4 OTHERS—LINK 
650 items in August!! 

LINK for September will again be grocery card 

collection on the 4th Sunday. $25 or less!!! 

Please put in an envelope with your name so we 

can credit your donation. Make checks payable to 

DUMC with “LINK”  on the memo line for your 

tax purposes and church apportionments!  Please 

mail to church.  Thanks!!  

Mobile Food Pantry 

Candi H. 

Volunteers pack the food for the specific individual 
or family recipients and prepare it for pick up by the 
Delivery Volunteer.  Drivers make deliveries to 
households in need and pick up donations from 
schools, area merchants, and other locations. 

Janet S. 



 Spotlight on Stewardship 107 

 

The Bible is full of caution lights. I John 2:15 says, "Do not love the 

world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him."  John 3:16 says, "God so loved the world 

that he gave…  E.G. Link has identified "caution lights" that should 

warn us and help us. 

Caution Light #1- We are falling in love with the world, when we are never quite satisfied 

with what we have.  Solomon says in Ecclesiastes 5:10, "Whoever loves money never has 

money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income."  Is your life char-

acterized by wanting and getting more stuff? 

Caution Light #2 - We are falling in love with the world when the things we own end up 

owning us.  Matthew 6:24 says, "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot 

serve God and wealth."  It is easy to get so emotionally attached to our things that we do 

not want to part with them or give them away.  If you love your things - "stuff" more than 

you love Jesus, you are in serious trouble. 

Caution Light # 3 - We are falling in love with the world when worry about losing our 

things is disrupting our inner peace. Paul says in Philippians 4:11-12, "Not that I speak 

from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I know how 

to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and eve-

ry circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having 

abundance and suffering need."  If you have placed your faith in your things instead of the 

One who provided those things, you are in danger.   Hebrews 13:5 points this out, "Make 

sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; 

for He Himself has said, 'I will never desert you, nor  will I ever forsake you."  If we lost 

everything we own, would we still be filled with peace and know that our Heavenly Father 

is still on the throne. 

Caution Light #4 - We are falling in love with the world when our longing to be there is di-

minished by our affection for what we have here.  Bishop Kenneth Goodson used to say he 

wanted to see his mother in heaven, but he wasn't in any rush.  Sometimes we know about 

heaven, but we like what is here.  Paul says in II Corinthians 5:8. "prefer rather to be ab-

sent from the body and to be home with the Lord."  Would you prefer to go and be with 

the Lord or would you prefer to be here? 

We should all keep our eyes on the four Caution Lights and make sure that we are not an 

illicit lover of the world. Hebrews 12:1-2 says, "Let us also lay aside every encumbrance 

and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of (our) faith.   

Thanks to Tommy Herndon &  Virginia UMC Development Company for providing information. 



NEWS FROM THE CLOSET:  

Labor Day at The Closet  

Labor Day is Monday, September 7th, and The Closet  

will be open our normal Monday hours, 10 am - 8 pm for 

shopping and 8 am - 12 pm (noon) for donations.  This 

is a great time to find summer bargains, to pick up those 

back-to-school items you missed previously, or to find 

that unique treasure item at The Closet. 

  

Can You Believe It’s Getting Towards Fall? 

Tuesday September 22nd is the first day of fall.  It may not seem like it now, 

but the weather will get cooler as we move into fall.  To provide what our  

customers need, The Closet will begin to bring out fall and winter merchandise 

as the weather cools.  So, watch the store in late September to see as our merchan-

dise begins to roll-over to fall and winter items.   

  

Donations Needed 

The Closet has been receiving a tremendous number of donations, and we thank 

you. Your donations are what keep The Closet stocked for our shoppers.  There 

are some specific items in short supply, so if you have gently used bath tow-

els or cooking utensils (specifically pots and pans) you don’t need, please consider 

donating them to The Closet.  Donation hours are 8 am – 12 pm (noon), Monday-

Saturday. 

 

Volunteer at The Closet 

The Closet truly is a faith-based, volunteer-driven organization impacting lives 

through its nonprofit thrift shop. Won’t you help The Closet impact lives in the 

community by volunteering? Sign up at the link above. After clicking on whatever 

task and time you choose, be sure and click on the “Submit and Sign Up” button at 

the bottom of the screen.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Please consider volunteering at The Closet and be part of helping the community!  

SEE MORE: 

Check out  website 
(http://
theclosetofgreaterhern-
don.org/)  

or Facebook page 
(https://
www.facebook.com/
TheClosetofGreaterHern-
donArea/) 

Sign up to volunteer at: 
https://
www.signupgenius.com
/go/60b044faea82ca13
-volunteer 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
https://www.facebook.com/TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd
https://theclosetofgreaterherndon.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e2376df18d8c4bd5827db9f8&id=6f16295b2e&e=1a5a5dcefd


The spirituality of sandcastles 
 Excerpt from UMC.org feature by Crystal Caviness. August 20, 2020. 

Most weekends, Dylan Mulligan can be found  
surrounded by skies and sea, relishing in all 
that God’s Hand has wrought, whistling his fa-
vorite hymn, “This is My Father’s World.” 

Mulligan builds sandcastles, a hobby the life-
long United Methodist has pursued for more 
than three decades. Through the years, Mulli-
gan has come to realize that what some might 
call child’s play is his God-given gift. 

“The Lord gives everyone talents,” Mulligan 
says. “When I realized how much people en-
joyed my creations, building sandcastles be-
came about something more than an activity I 
enjoyed. It became about taking that talent to 
glorify Him.” 

Opportunities to share 
Spending hours building sand structures pre-
sents opportunities to talk about his faith, as 
admirers often question Mulligan on how he 
can build the intricate castles. 

“It’s nothing but the Good Lord’s blessing,” Mulligan always replies. “A human being could not take a pile 
of sand and turn it into something like that.” 

Mulligan has been mixing piles of sand with buckets of water since he was 4. Back then, he built drip cas-
tles. “The mud drips out of your hands and gradually builds,” he explains. The youngster graduated to 
small hand stacked towers and walls and, as a young adult, learned to build larger towers and walls. 

Claiming he’s no professional, he says he occasionally watches videos of professional sandcastle builders. 
Mainly, though, trial and error were his teachers. “I figured out what worked for me,” adding that his in-
struments involve water buckets, shovels, PVC pipe to shape towers and carving tools. 

Mulligan’s creations have included replicas from around the world, including well-known Georgia struc-
tures, such as The Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Savannah, Georgia, and the University of Georgia 
School of Law, where Mulligan, an attorney, attended. He recently built Highclere Castle, known to the 
world as Downton Abbey from the popular TV series of the same name. 

Nothing is permanent 
“This house built of sand unfortunately would not last long,” he wrote on Facebook. “However, that won-
derful, beautiful Methodist church built on South Caswell Street in Glennville, Georgia, still stands upon 
Christ, the solid Rock, and will never sink beneath the waves.” 

Relinquishing his sand castles to the inevitable tides each day has taught Mulligan an important spiritual 
lesson. 

“Nothing on earth is permanent, especially if you’re building on sand,” he says, referencing Jesus’ parable 
of building on rock and not sand (Matthew 7:24-27). “When I started making that biblical analogy, it 
changed my outlook. I’ve come to the point now, when I build it, I just enjoy it. I know the tide is going to 
destroy it. There’s no point to try to protect worldly things.” 

 
Dylan Mulligan, the Georgia Sandman, built a replica of High-
clere Castle, known to the world as Downton Abbey. This crea-
tion, built at Gould's Inlet on Saint Simons Island, Georgia, 
took a total of seven hours and contains over one hundred gal-
lons of water.Photo courtesy of Dylan Mulligan. 



OUR NEW BANNERS! 

September Coming Events 
8  LINK Mobile Pantry 

14 Dranesville UMC Admin Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. virtual 

27  LINK Grocery Gift Card Drive  

 

October  4 Outdoor Communion 6:30 p.m. 

Every Week Join us for: 

 Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m.  

 Bible Study is held via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. 

 Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. 

 Social Justice study group is meeting virtually via Zoom on Wednesdays and Thursdays at 

7:30 p.m. 

 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by e-mailing  

office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 


