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Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
virtually via Zoom
Virtual coffee hour following worship via Zoom
Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom
If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at office@dranesvilleumc.org.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE TIMES
As the months of staying at home go by, I find myself wondering about the
greater meaning behind what is happening. What can we learn from all of this? As a pastor,
I ask, “Where is God in all of this?”
One lesson for us may be a stark reminder that we are not the masters of our fate. The coronavirus is no respecter of wealth, power or fame. A number of prominent people have suffered alongside persons who are much less well-known.
How many of us who thought we had our lives mapped out for the next few months or years
have seen our master plans dashed to pieces? For some of us, the results have been little
more than an inconvenience. I don’t like having to limit my activities, but I can still be in
ministry; albeit in a modified from. I have a roof over my head, plenty to eat, money to cover my needs, and I am as safe as I can be, given the circumstances.
Others are not so fortunate. It’s hard to grasp the staggering number of people who have lost
their jobs, businesses, homes and their health. Many have gone from wondering what kind
of new car to buy to scrambling to figure out where the next meal will come from or whether
or not they can keep their homes. Some are struggling to take the next breath.
(Continued on page 2)
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REFLECTIONS ON THE TIMES

(continued)

There have been some learning experiences for all of us. Many of us have come to realize how little “stuff” we need to be really happy. One consequence of our learning is
the fact that thrift shops like The Closet are overflowing with the things we no longer
want or need.
We have realized how important relationships are. How many people have you contacted (or have contacted you) since the middle of March - people you hadn’t seen or spoken to in a long time? Neighbors who seldom, if ever, spoke to one another now stop to
inquire about each other’s well-being. Suddenly, we realize we have the time to care.
There is a possible downside to this matter. While many relationships have been
strengthened, we may have experienced stress in other relationships and discovered the
persons we thought we knew so well were not who we thought they were.
The pandemic has brought out the best and worst in all of us.
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painful truths about ourselves and others. In spite of the claim that, “We’re all in this
together,” there is plenty of evidence to the contrary. We constantly hear of arguments
and fights over wearing masks and gathering in large groups in close proximity to one
another. I wonder what my parents’ generation, the people who endured the Great Depression and made sacrifices at home and in foreign battles in order to win World War
II, would say to those who insist on their “rights” and feel entitled to act in a way that
endangers themselves and others.
The vast majority of us will survive this pandemic. Most will not get sick at all. We
will all be changed in ways we will recognize and some we won’t. One result of all
these stresses and changes may be a realization that life is so much more than stuff or
focusing on me and my pleasure. That dream job, longed-for college experience, beautiful big house, and supposedly “perfect” guy or gal may be gone. In their place may be
a simpler lifestyle, an appreciation for the people who have always been there, and a
genuine effort to enjoy each day for itself.
While many aspects of life as we knew it before COVID-19 may be gone forever, the
one constant is the love and presence of God. God may not take us out of some difficult circumstances; but God will be there with us as we deal with them.
I began by asking where God is in all of this. I am firmly convinced that God is in the
middle of everything; shaping a future that we cannot imagine. We have learned that
much of what we took for granted can be gone in an instant. The love of God will always be there.
God Bless,
Bill

WATER DROP FOR THE RESTON SUBSTATION
Another successful drop of cases of water from Dranesville United Methodist
Church. Donated to the Reston District Police Station by Janet Sansalone.
Officer Horita sends a thank you for the timely and generous donation that
went on ice immediately. They were very thankful for the kind cards sent!
Instructions for INDIVIDUAL donations of water and notes of gratitude:
WEAR DRANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH T-SHIRT
while delivering.
• The station is located off Cameron Glen Road across from
the Reston Library. Park near the Red spheres in the front.
• Call 703-478-0904 opt #0, for officer assistance and they will come
with a cart.
• They will ask for contact information on the donor, so include on your
note of gratitude. Sign your name and Dranesville United Methodist
Church underneath.
•

Email office@dranesvilleumc.org if you are interested in being a
part of a volunteer group from church that delivers the bulk donation
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EVEN 4 OTHERS—LINK
These times are tough. They are challenging. They are scary. People are hurting
everywhere we turn. So many people have lost their jobs and aren't sure how to
make it through the week or the month. LINK is trying to help as many people as
we can. Train's song, "Calling All Angels", has a great line in it - "And I won't give
up if you don't give up". LINK needs volunteers like you to help us continue assisting others. We won't give up, if you keep offering help through donations, prayers,
and volunteer time.
In July Dranesville UMC donated over $1000 in grocery gift cards and funds for
gift cards to LINK. This month we will have a drive-by food drive on August 23rd.
If you would like to help, here are some ways to help:
Drop off food at Dranesville United Methodist Church on the fourth Sunday this month. Just drop at the front of the church under the portico.
Donate food to LINK through our AMAZON WISH LIST - many of our
member churches are closed during this time, so this is an easy way to donate food to LINK. See Wishlist below.
Volunteer to deliver food for LINK. Click here to view the current delivery
needs. Or go to: www.linkagainsthunger.org/volunteer
Volunteer to pick up food at area restaurants. Click here to view the
restaurants.
Donate funds to help provide grocery gift cards and other necessities. If
you prefer to write a check, please make the check payable to “Dranesville
UMC” with “LINK” on the memo line and send to church office.
LINK Wish List of Donations —Jelly, Hearty Soups, Canned Carrots, Canned Peas, Canned
Potatoes, Pasta Sauce, Canned pasta (like Chef Boyardee), Boxed Potatoes, Hamburger/
Tuna Helper, Baking products (oil, flour, sugar, etc.), Toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes,
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, soap), Diapers, Diaper wipes, Toilet paper and Paper
towels, crayons and coloring books.

A New Aspect of Mission for DUMC
Serving others through mission has several different aspects. When we think of mission, the first image which comes to mind might be someone helping persons to read
the Bible who have never heard of Christ before. It may be helping to build a church or
school or helping to dig a well to provide clean drinking water. These are examples of
mission service.
Another aspect of mission might be providing the resources - money and materials to
make mission possible. For persons with discretionary funds or who are unable to perform physical tasks, this is an especially important way for them to contribute.
Mission usually cannot begin without an awareness of a need. Who needs to hear the gospel?
Who doesn’t have food or clean water? Who
needs a school? Why do certain conditions exist
which cause undue suffering? Determining the
need involves mission education; often the first
step in mission work.
In recent years, Dranesville UMC has done outstanding work when it comes to providing resources for mission and performing hands-on service. We haven’t devoted much
time and effort to mission education. That’s about to change.
During a recent brainstorming session, Olivia Strahan put forth the idea that we need
to learn more about racial injustice in this nation. From our learning, we may be motivated, individually or collectively, to various forms of social action or service. When a
survey was sent out to determine congregational interest in such an initiative, 17 persons indicated a willingness to participate.
At this writing, we are still trying to determine the best day(s) and time(s) to get together. We have decided on our first book to be discussed - The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander. We anticipate holding our first weekly discussion groups, via Zoom, in mid-August. Discussions of this
book should take about seven weeks. From there, we will determine any actions we
feel moved to take and the next book to guide future discussions.
If this sounds like something that would interest you, please contact the pastor (email bill@dranesvilleumc.org, or text - 703-209-0461). There will always be room for one
more.
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Thanks to Tommy Herndon & Virginia UMC Development Company for providing information.

NEWS FROM THE CLOSET:
Volunteer Schedule: Check out our
Sign-Up Genius web page with 1 or 2 weeks’ worth of assignments. You can sign up at your convenience, and you can
pick your preferred job as well as day and time. Here is the
link. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044faea82ca13volunteer. After clicking on whatever task you choose, be
sure and click on the “Submit and Sign Up” button at the bottom of the screen.

SEE MORE:
Check out website
( http://
theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/)

Thursday Evening Shopping Starts Up Again: The Closet
will be open every Thursday night until 8 pm. This period 58pm is all-volunteer run and tends to have a more relaxed atmosphere (and fewer shoppers).

or Facebook page
(https://
www.facebook.com/
TheClosetofGreaterHerndonArea/)

Donation Hours: The Closet was overwhelmed with donations. Until further notice, donation hours are 8 am until 12
noon, Monday-Saturday. This gives staff and volunteers time
to get the donations put away each night.

or Instagram page
(https://
www.instagram.com/
theclosetofgreaterherndonarea/?hl=en)

Grants: The Board decided to use $10,000 from savings to
add to the $2,400 to use as grants last quarter. A smaller committee will allocate the
money in early August, but the general guideline will be to give priority to nonprofits
addressing food insecurities.
Rear Addition (or Breezeway) Construction: It is mostly complete and to the extent possible, donations are being processed inside. The work is expected to be
completed by the end of August. Many thanks to the various builder organizations
that are members of HomeAid for their pro-bono labor and contribution of materials.
The store’s rear entrance is handicap accessible, but not being used to force customers to the front door for a temperature check due to Covid-19.
New Truck: The two trucks can rotate trips to the Shenandoah, thus extending the
life of the current truck. The 2nd truck can be used to store bags for the next trip
while the 1st truck is out in the Shenandoah and vice versa. Currently these bags
are being stored in the building and breezeway areas.
Thank you, your support of The Closet throughout the year is deeply appreciated. 7

by Fairfax County Emergency
Information

Communities of Trust is also collecting personal hygiene items
at the police stations. New items
collected include:
• Toothpaste and Tooth Brushes
• Deodorant and Lotions
• Diapers and Baby Wipes
• Soap, Shampoo & Conditioner
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• Adult Incontinence Underwear
• Laundry and Dish Detergent
• Household Cleaners
• Paper Towels and Toilet Paper

For more information visit www.communitiesoftrust.com,
email cotc@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-646-8994.

August Coming Events
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LINK Food Drive
- Contactless Drop off under the portico between 11-2pm

26
30

Church Council Meeting—7pm virtual
Outdoor Communion Service

September Coming Events
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LINK Grocery Card Drive

➢ Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m.
➢ Bible Study is held via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m.
➢ Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom at 9:00 a.m.
To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by e-mailing
office@dranesvilleumc.org or leave a message at 703-430-3137

