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 We are now in the Season after Pentecost or what is known as Ordinary 
Time.  I wonder how much time it took to come up with that name - Ordinary 
Time.  This is the time of year when we focus on what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ.  The earlier parts of the year are focused on various stages in Jesus’ 
ministry; with special emphasis on his birth, death and resurrection.  In Ordinary 
Time, the focus shifts to what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ.  What are 
the things we believe?  How should we live? 
 This morning’s Gospel Lesson, commonly known as the Great Commission, 
contains the last words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew.  In this passage, Jesus 
tells his disciples what they are to do after he leaves them as he returns to God 
the Father.  
 Matthew tells us that Jesus met with the disciples on an unidentified 
mountain in Galilee.  Many important events happened on mountains in the 
Gospel of Matthew.  Here are some of them: Jesus underwent temptation by 
Satan on what is now known as the Mount of Temptation near Jericho.  His first 
great teaching, known as the Sermon on the Mount, was given on a hillside in 
Galilee overlooking the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus was transfigured and had an 
encounter with Moses and Elijah on a mountain.  He was crucified on Mount 
Calvary.  Now he is giving final instructions on a mountain. 
 We’re told that the eleven disciples (Remember Judas has taken his life by 
now.) met Jesus and worshiped him but some doubted.  That verse used to 
trouble me until I thought more about it in the past week or so.  In order to 
worship Jesus, the disciples probably prostrated themselves on the ground in 
front of him.  That was a great act of reverence and respect.  OK, so far.  But why 
doubt?  After all, Jesus, who has been raised from the dead just like the women 
reported to them is standing there in front of them.  This is the same Jesus who 
fed thousands with almost no food, who healed many of all kinds of diseases, who 
cast out demons, who inspired and puzzled them with his teachings, who calmed 
a storm.  This is the Jesus they followed and lived with for approximately three 
years.  Why doubt him? 
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 The word translated as “doubt” can also mean “hesitate.”  Maybe that’s 
more appropriate.  Did the disciples hesitate to worship Jesus because it was still 
too much for them to grasp the idea that Jesus was crucified and is now alive?  
Could it be that, for good Jews, they have trouble bringing themselves to worship 
anything or anyone they can see?  They have been taught since they were very 
young that God is spirit.  How can they worship Jesus, a person whom they can 
see, hear and touch?  Given those factors, maybe we can see why they might 
doubt or hesitate. 
 Doubt - it’s a component in all of our faith journeys.  It comes and goes and 
varies in strength throughout our lives.  Many of the giants of the faith have left 
behind records of their struggles with doubt.  Many of us know of John Wesley’s 
experience on May 24, 1738, on Aldersgate Street in London, when he felt his 
heart “strangely warmed,” and came to believe that Jesus had died, not just for 
sin, but for HIS sins.  Fewer people know that, about a year later, Wesley would 
be wrestling with strong doubts to the point that he would write in his journal 
words to the effect of, “I don’t believe I am now, nor have I ever been a 
Christian.”  He would overcome those doubts and go on to lead a movement that 
would change Britain, the United States, and many other parts of the world.  The 
point is that doubt does not mean you don’t believe at all or that you are 
somehow a failure as a follower of Jesus.  Faith development is a process that will 
have its ups and downs.  Some days we will believe more than others.   
 Jesus may have said much more to the disciples than what we find in the 
text; but what we do have is very important.  He begins by telling then that “ALL 
authority in heaven and earth” has been given to him.  Not some, but ALL.  If you 
think back to Chapter 4 of Matthew, when Jesus was tempted by Satan, Satan 
declared that he had all power on earth and would give that to Jesus if Jesus 
would bow down to him.  Jesus didn’t take the bait.  He carried out his mission, 
which included his death and resurrection for all our sin.  As a result, Jesus now 
has ALL authority in heaven and earth.   
 Do we believe that Jesus has all power in heaven and on earth?  If not, why 
not?  If we do believe it, do our lives reflect that belief?  How we respond to the 
next few verses may be an indication of our belief. 
 Maybe you have said, or have heard others say, “I have decided to make 
Jesus the Lord of my life or my personal Savior.”  In reality, that’s not a decision 
we get to make.  Jesus IS the Lord of your life; he IS your personal Savior.  We 
don’t have the opportunity to decide that.  The decision we can choose to make is 
to recognize Jesus as Lord and Savior and live accordingly.  Once again, Jesus has 
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all authority in heaven and on earth.  By the way, JESUS, not the Church, has all 
authority. 
 After Jesus asserts his authority, he commissions the disciples.  This was a 
countercultural act.  At that time, the Romans believed their gods commissioned 
them for worldwide domination and military superiority.  Jesus’ commission is in 
direct opposition to that.  His followers will employ compassion, healing and 
mercy and create an inclusive community in a world full of lies and hostility.  
Jesus’ words mark the beginning of the Church - a Church where all are welcome. 
 Jesus directs these disciples to make disciples in three steps.  Before I get 
into those steps, I want to point out one major difference in this process; a 
difference that is just as significant today as it was then.  Jesus commissioned his 
disciples to make disciples of Jesus.  You may have heard that statement and 
thought, “So what?”  This commission was different from other teachers of the 
day.  Rabbis made disciples of themselves.  If you followed a certain rabbi, you 
were his disciple.  You learned what he believed and would pass that on to your 
disciples.  The difference comes in when you became a rabbi and the time came 
for you to choose disciples.  These young men became YOUR disciples, not 
disciples of the rabbi whom you followed and who taught you.  Jesus’ disciples 
were to make disciples of Jesus; not themselves.  Through the centuries, the 
Church has often run into problems when its leaders have been more intent on 
creating a group of followers who were focused on them rather than Jesus.  Our 
task, like the disciples on that mountain in Galilee, is to make disciples of Jesus.  
The entire Church is directed to make disciples of Jesus.  As believers, we are all 
disciples of Jesus; no one else. 
 The verses I am about to touch on have been analyzed, written about, 
preached on, and debated for centuries.  For many of us, the idea of making 
disciples is intimidating.  Let’s be honest.  We’re talking about evangelism.  The 
word may bring back bad memories of persons who were very confrontational 
and  tried to force something down our throats.  Let me try to explain what we’re 
told to do using a story which may sound completely unrelated; but bear with me. 
 Every day at exactly the same time, Margaret would go to the medicine 
cabinet in her bathroom and fetch a large bottle of castor oil; after which she 
would get a teaspoon from a drawer in the kitchen.  When Patches, her Yorkshire 
terrier, heard the sound of the drawer opening, he would run and hide - under 
the bed, in the bathtub, behind the recliner - anyplace he could find. 
 You see, someone had convinced Margaret that a daily dose of castor oil 
would help Patches have strong teeth, a beautiful coat and a long life.  As an act 
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of love, every day, she would corner Patches, pin him down, pry open his mouth 
and pour the castor oil down his throat.  Both Margaret and Patches hated this 
daily ordeal.   
 One day, things came to a head when, in the middle of this wrestling 
match, Patches was able to give the bottle of castor oil a strong kick and knock it 
across the kitchen floor, spilling its contents.  It was a temporary reprieve for 
Patches while Margaret went to get towels to wipe up the mess. 
 When Margaret returned she was shocked to see Patches licking up the the 
spilled castor oil with a satisfied look on his face.  Margaret started to laugh 
uncontrollably.  Suddenly, it made sense.  Patches liked castor oil.  What he hated 
was being pinned down and having it forced down his throat. 
 Every analogy breaks down; and this one is no exception.  It’s a stretch to 
liken the gospel to castor oil.  It’s not a stretch to compare the ways some of us 
may have experienced the gospel being presented to Margaret trying to wrestle 
Patches in order to cram castor oil down his throat.  Most people, if the gospel is 
presented in a non confrontational manner, find it to really be the good news.  
Jesus never tried to force the gospel on anyone.  Why should we?   
 The first step in the process Jesus lays out is to “go.”  That alone is off-
putting to many.  It may be some consolation to know that the Greek word is a 
participle; which makes it a little less of a command.  A better translation might 
be more on the order of “as you are going.”  In other words, making disciples 
should be integrated into our daily lives.  For most of us, (after lockdown, at 
least), we will resume going about our daily business.  This “going” will take us to 
work, the store, to restaurants, to many places we don’t go now.  If we are open, 
we will have many opportunities, as we are going, to share our faith in ways that 
will be quite natural.   
 In the meantime, we may have different opportunities to “go.”  We can 
“go” by becoming a driver for LINK.  We can “go” by checking on the neighbor 
who is a shut in.  We can “go” by making a phone call or sending a note to a friend 
or relative we haven’t had contact with in quite awhile.  We can “go” simply by 
expressing appreciation to health care providers, service workers and others who 
have to work so most of us can stay home.  As the weeks and months go by, the 
forced isolation and modified social lives we are all experiencing will have adverse 
effects on the mental health of many in ways we may not be able to envision.  
Perhaps our “going” may help to lessen those effects for some. 
 There have been many believers through the centuries who felt called to 
“Go” beyond their communities.  After all, Jesus said to “make disciples of all 
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nations.”  The word we read as “nations” actually means “people groups” rather 
than “nation states” in the modern sense.  People called to cross cultural 
boundaries were the ones who took the gospel beyond the limits of Israel.  We 
know that several of the original disciples met their fate in distant lands as a 
result of going to make disciples.  Peter was crucified upside down in Rome.  
Andrew was crucified in Greece.  Matthew was martyred in present-day Turkey.  
Thomas, according to tradition, was killed by a spear in India.  John died in exile in 
what is now the western part of Turkey.  Fortunately for all of us, we are believers 
today because, over the centuries, enough different people felt called to “go” to 
take the gospel well beyond the Middle East to the lands of our ancestors. 
  The next step Jesus lists is baptizing.  You might think, “I’m not a pastor; so 
this one doesn’t apply to me.”  Let’s look at this another way.  Baptism is the 
initiation into the faith.  For adults, at least, Baptism is the process by which a 
person acknowledges a relationship with Jesus.  We can’t do any baptizing now; 
but we can share our faith in various ways.  If we have been “going” in ways like 
those I mentioned, they might lead to opportunities to share our faith.  As we 
gently tell others what we believe and why, they may be open to learning more 
and come to believe for themselves.  It’s exciting when, after what seems like a 
LONG time, the person to whom we witness decides that this all makes sense and 
he/she wants to become a believer.  Baptism is the birth phase of new life in 
Christ.  While we can’t place water on another person at this time, we can 
welcome them into the faith.  After all, you and I are believers because someone, 
perhaps many people over the years, helped to initiate us in the faith.  I would 
imagine, if you’re like me, many of the people who helped to mold and shape you 
were not pastors.  They may have been family members or friends, Sunday school 
teachers, Bible study leaders, persons who constantly prayed for you, and others.   
 The next step in the disciple making process is teaching others to obey all 
that Jesus commanded.  The learning this entails is a lifelong process.  If you 
compare a disciple to an intern - it may be a new physician, a new person in your 
company - someone who is new to some profession or business - this person, this 
intern, is constantly learning and never stops as long as they have that status.  All 
of us are lifelong interns when it comes to learning all that Jesus commanded.  
Some of us may assume teaching roles; but we retain our status as interns at the 
same time.  Our teachers help us to grow in our relationship with Jesus. 
 Teaching is not teaching simply to know, to acquire information.  Teaching 
is teaching to obey.  Jesus declared that he had not come to put aside the Law, 
but to fulfill it.  We can start to obey by following the two Great Commandments 
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Jesus gave - to love God and love neighbor - and come to understand the 
implications of these as we grow in our faith.  By the way, these commandments 
are examples of Jesus fulfilling the Law.  They are not original to him.  Love of God 
is mandated in Deuteronomy 6:4.  Love of neighbor comes from Leviticus 19:18.  
It seems many of the people in the First Century (and people today) either forgot 
or ignored them. 
 When does making disciples end?  To put it another way, how do we know 
when we’re successful?  One concept that I believe helps put things in perspective 
is the idea of making spiritual grandchildren.  We know we have been successful 
at making disciples when the people we disciple have made disciples of others.  
Our spiritual “children” have created spiritual children of their own, who would 
be our spiritual “grandchildren.”  
 Making disciples takes time.  It’s more than convincing someone to pray a 
simple prayer, raise their hands at a huge rally in a stadium, or walk down an aisle 
one day.  To be a disciple of Jesus means to learn each day how to follow him and 
help others to do the same. 
 After Jesus gives the three-part commission to make disciples, he provides 
words of assurance for them and us.  He tells them to “Remember” that he will 
always be with them to the end of the age.  “End of the age” has been interpreted 
to mean until Jesus returns at the end of time.  Jesus’ promise to be with the 
disciples applies to us as well.  That should serve as a source of comfort.  If we go 
back to the first chapter of Matthew, we are told that the son born to Mary would 
be Immanuel, “God with us.”   Here, at the end of the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is 
making that same promise; to be “God with us.” 
 Tom Long, a professor at Candler School of Theology, puts the Great 
Commission rather bluntly when he declares, “Either the Lord is with us and all 
authority has been given to Christ OR we are pathetic fools.” 
 “Go…baptizing…teaching…and remember.”  The great Commission is not a 
simple command.  It doesn’t help us fit into the world more easily.  Rather, it is a 
command to create people who are radically different from the world.  The Great 
Commission is revolutionary.  Amen. 
  
 
 


