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Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. virtually via Zoom 

Virtual coffee hour following worship on Sundays via Zoom  

Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom 

 

If you would like to join, please contact us via e-mail at  office@dranesvilleumc.org. 
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CONTACT US 

Pastor Bill Heinzman 

bill@dranesvilleumc.org 

Cell: 703-209-0461 

 

Church Office 

office@dranesvilleumc.org 

Tues-Friday 9am-2pm 

703-430-3137 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After more than two months of staying at home and practicing social 
distancing, many of us are wondering when this time will end.  When 
will we be able to interact with one another in a way that is close to 
what we used to do?  We see most of the rest of the country reopening, 
at least gradually, but not here in Northern Virginia.  The President has 
declared churches essential and stated that he wants to see them 
opened.  So why are we still closed to in-person worship? 
 
As I write this, our governor has declared that Northern Virginia, be-
cause it continues to have a high number of new infections, will not re-
open at the same time as the rest of Virginia.  We may have a few more 
weeks to wait; depending on whether we can "flatten the curve” in our 
area. 
 
Bishop Lewis formed a task force to create a phased plan for reopening 
United Methodist congregations in the Virginia Annual Conference.  The 
plan, which has already been revised once, was released May 13.  In re-
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sponse to the plan, some congregations, designated “pioneers,” will conduct drive-in 
worship in some locations.  Depending on how that goes, they will move to limited 
numbers of persons worshiping in their sanctuaries.  Based on their results, the rest of 
us will learn from their experiences.  In part, because we are still under more re-
strictions in Northern Virginia, there are no pioneer congregations in our area. 
 
What DUMC can do is create a plan for cleaning and reopening our doors in order to 
be ready once we are cleared to return for in-person worship.  As required by the An-
nual Conference plan, we have created a Healthy Church Team (HCT) to create and im-
plement our plan.  Team members, who are designated by various positions in which 
they currently serve, had their initial meeting on Wednesday, May 27.  We will keep 
the congregation posted of our progress. 
 
DUMC has a significant number of members who are considered vulnerable for several 
reasons - age, underlying health conditions, etc.  For that reason, we may be a little 
slower in opening than some other congregations.  On the other hand, many of my 
clergy colleagues have indicated that the congregations they lead are in no hurry to re-
turn during these uncertain times. 
 
We will continue to offer worship on line indefinitely.  Even when some of us return to 
the facility, we will provide on line worship for 
those who are not ready to return, as well as 
those persons from other parts of the country 
who have joined us in worship during the past 
few weeks.   
 
While we will make every effort to offer wor-
ship in a clean and safe environment, there 
will be no pressure or expectation placed on 
anyone to come back at any particular time.  
Some of us cannot wait to be back together; 
while others are much more reluctant. 
 
As a Marine officer, I always had two priorities: carry out the mission and take care of 
the Marines for whom I was responsible.  We will do the same.  We will seek to be the 
Church; providing a relevant, meaningful presence in our community, while doing so in 
the safest way possible.  I ask for your prayers, your patience, your suggestions and 
your questions.  No one has all the answers to this situation.  We are learning as we go.  
The good news is we go in the strength of the One who will never leave us nor forsake 
us. 
 
God Bless, 
Bill 
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For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord , “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Thank you for the technology that lets us com-

municate and gather even from afar and to the 

Barrs that are supporting our efforts for virtual 

worship.  Bless the dads and all of those without 

dads this Father’s Day. Continue to hold essential 

workers, all of our leaders and our community in 

your hands through this challenging time. 

________    Blessings and Thank Yous   _______ 

GO WITH GOD: A PRAYER FOR GRADUATES 

  

Graduation marks a major milestone in life, a time when we  
celebrate accomplishments and transition to another phase. We 
offer this prayer for those who are completing their schoolwork 
and dreaming of the future. 
 
As your classes and grading are now complete,  
 may you strive toward excellence in all you do. 

As the speeches conclude, may your voices rise up to 
 pronounce justice and peace in the world. 

As the fanfares cease, may you sing of joy,   
 even in the dark and lonely places. 

As the applause quiets, may you celebrate and  
 lift up those around you. 

As you graduate, may your achievements grow  
 and cause growth in your communities. 

And may we all know of the overwhelming blessings 
 of the One who created all things. 

 
 
This prayer is benediction written by the Rev. Jay Moyers.  
View more at https://youtu.be/8eLfZTOCl6w 
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Hannah Brown is graduating from     

William and Mary with a Bachelor’s de-

gree in Kinesiology with a concentration 

on pre-med. She is moving to Florida in 

July to take a gap year, and hopes to ap-

ply to grad school to get a doc-

torate in physical therapy.  

Mi-Ju Han is graduating 

from Chantilly High 

school and plans to     

attend Virginia Tech in 

the fall to study Public 

health.  

4 



Mi-Jin Han is graduating from the  

University of Virginia with a Masters in 

Teaching with a focus on elementary  

education. Mi-Jin achieved Dean’s List 

recognition, and is already working as  

a fourth grade teacher in Loudoun 

County Public schools. 

Michelle Rizzo is graduat-

ing from Park View High 

School.  She is going to 

major in Theater with a 

minor in Graphic Design 

at George Mason University. Some day 

she aspires to move to the LA area to 

pursue her dream of becoming a film ac-

tress.  Michelle enjoyed an active high 

school life. She was in the Virginia  

Honor Band, was a regional  

champion for Forensics (speech)  

in her junior year,  

and placed second  

in her senior year 

as well, all while  

maintaining  

a 3.71 GPA!  



   Stewardship 103 

 

There is one question that cuts to the chase and that one  

question is: "God what do you want me to do with all that 

You have entrusted to me?"  We all seem to be happy to 

acknowledge that God has created everything, but we often 

want to make the decision as to what to do with what we have. 

 

 

Can you imagine what would happen if all God's people were to make all their 

time fully available for His use? What would happen if everyone devoted all 

their talents to carry out God's purposes? What would happen if everyone ex-

pended all their energy to following the Master's agenda? 

 

Our thanks to Tommy Herndon and Virginia UMC Development Company for  this article. 
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If you find yourself with more discretionary time on your hands during our time of social dis-

tancing and a desire to spend more time in God’s Word, there are two opportunities to partici-

pate in a Bible study group.  Led by the pastor, the groups meet via Zoom on Tuesday evenings 

at 7:00 and Thursday afternoons at 1:30.  The lessons for both groups are identical; so if you 

miss one you can catch the other. 

In an effort to come to know Jesus better, we are studying Jesus’ teachings in the Gospel of 

Matthew; starting with the Sermon on the Mount.  No prior Bible study experience of any kind 

is necessary.  We go through the Scripture slowly to try to learn what the text meant to the 

original audience (while we try to determine who that audience was), focus on difficult words 

or phrases, and do our best to determine what Jesus is saying to us today through the words 

of Matthew’s Gospel.   

This study, which will continue for several months, is just getting 

started.  Each lesson generally stands apart from the others; so 

you can come and go as you wish.  If you’d like to join or if you 

have any questions, please contact the pastor by email 

(bill@dranesvilleumc.org) or text (703-209-0461).  You will be 

given the link for the session you prefer.  There is always room 

for one more. 

After returning from a spiritual pilgrimage 
to Korea in October, 2014, I came home 
inspired by the millions of Korean Chris-
tians who gather for prayer every morning 
at 5:00.  In an attempt to bring some of 
that spiritual fervor to DUMC, we decided 
to have morning prayer one day each 
week during Advent.  Rather than 5:00 am, 
we met at 6:30.  There was also an after-
noon prayer group at 5:00 for those who 
could not make our morning gathering. 

Advent came and went and the groups 
continued to meet.  Although COVID and 
other circumstances brought the after-
noon meeting to at least a temporary halt, 
the Tuesday morning group still meets, 
nearly six years later, via Zoom.  Our 

meeting time is now 8:00, since no one 
who is still working has a lengthy com-
mute.   

The group is open to anyone.  If you are 
available at 8:00 am on Tuesdays and 
would like to join us, please contact web-
master@dranesvilleumc.org to receive the 
link to participate.  We meet for about an 
hour to pray for individual joys and con-
cerns, those of the congregation, the com-
munity and beyond.  It’s a great way to 
start your day.   

I hope to “see” 
you there. 

God Bless, 
Bill 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

THE TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP IS STILL MEETING 
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SEE MORE: 

The Closet remains closed 
for donations and shop-
ping due to the corona-
virus, but hopes to re-
open soon. Please check 
our website ( http://
theclosetofgreaterhern-
don.org/) or Facebook 
page (https://
www.facebook.com/
TheClosetofGreaterHern-
donArea/) or Instagram 
page (https://
www.instagram.com/
theclosetofgreaterhern-
donarea/?hl=en) for in-
formation, when final-
ized, on re-opening plans. 

CLOSET NEWS:  

Thanks to the foresight of The Closet's Board of Directors, The 
Closet previously designated $45,000 for funding The Closet's 
2020 College Scholarships at five local high schools (Herndon, 
Mountain View, Oakton, Park View and South Lakes).  We are  
currently contacting this year's student winners, selected by 
their respective schools, and will be announcing them later 
in June. 
 
The Closet is excited to announce that the building of the 
new addition to the donations area at the rear of our build-
ing has begun. This addition will greatly improve the work 
area where Closet staff and volunteers receive and sort the 
donations which are so essential for The Closet’s mission. Along 
with construction of this addition, the rear customer entrance has 
a fully accessible access ramp, facilitating customer access to our 
shopping area. This work is being accomplished through the gen-
erous work of HomeAid Northern Virginia and Richmond American 
Homes, along with other construction company members of the 
HomeAid consortium. The Closet thanks them for this work which 
will make game-changing improvements to the work of The Closet 
and will improve our ability to give back to the community! 

Work in 
Progress 
on  The 
Closet 
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As you can tell from the 
pictures, construction has 
begun.   Everyone is very 
happy that it is occurring 
while donations are shut 
down.   The flooring in 
The Closet’s large work-
room (where clothing is 
priced and tagged) and 
the room where toys and 
linens/crafts are pro-
cessed is being replaced 
and the walls painted as 
well. 

——————  M I S S I O N  UP D A T E   ——————   
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WELCOME, SHARON! 

As I write this, it was a week ago today that we said “Goodbye” to Wendy Wallace with a “Drive by, Bye 
Bye.”  Her four years’ service as administrative assistant was marked by competence and continuity, which 
we badly needed.  We’re very grateful for all she did. 

As some of you know, one of Wendy’s last acts of service to DUMC was to recommend her successor, Sha-
ron Cantrall.  The two ladies had worked together in various capacities as adult leaders for Girl Scouts, and 
had come to know one another very well.  We interviewed Sharon a couple months before Wendy was sched-
uled to depart; so we did not have try to fill a position at the last minute.   

If Wendy was to leave in mid-May, what could possibly go wrong between early March, when Sharon was 
hired, and then?  Short answer - COVID-19.  In spite of that, Wendy and Sharon worked together to conduct 
a smooth turnover; combining working at their respective homes while sharing computer screens and some 
time together in the church office for those matters which could not be accomplished at home. 

Sharon is the ideal successor to Wendy.  A native of Maryland with a background in accounting, she has 
worked in a variety of paid positions in several states and overseas.  The wife of a retired Air Force officer 
(and current civil servant) and mother of four, Sharon also brings a wealth of other experience; not only from 
her work with Girl Scouts, but as a long-time, very active member of several United Methodist congregations. 

Her experience in other congregations includes serving as lay leader, lay member of Annual Conference, 
chair of Staff-Parish Relations Committee and member of the Communications Committee.  Her roles on the 
Communications Committee included preparation of a bimonthly news magazine for the congregation, devel-
oping and maintaining the website, preparing weekly worship bulletins, and other tasks which are normally 
the responsibility of the administrative assistant.  Sharon is no stranger to Zoom, either.  She currently uses it 
for several of her Girl Scout functions.  

Due to our current situation, it may be awhile before some of you have an opportunity to personally interact 
with Sharon.  When you do, you will encounter a a very competent person who is a quick learner with an 
equally quick wit.  We are very blessed to have her on the staff during a time which requires great resource-
fulness and flexibility.  As you are able, I encourage you to get to know Sharon.  I know you will agree with 
me when I say how fortunate we are to have her at DUMC. 

God Bless, 

Bill 

June Calendar at a Glance  

  

10  Healthy Church Team meets 

14  Flag Day 

21 Father’s Day 

24  Healthy Church Team tentative—virtual 

28  LINK Food Drive  

 - Contactless Drop off  between 11-2pm  

➢ Prayer group is meeting virtually via Zoom on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m.  

➢ Bible Study is held via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

      and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. 

➢ Adult Sunday School virtually via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. 

 

To get connected to any of the virtual meetings, please contact the church office by  
e-mailing office@dranesvilleumc.org  or leave a message at 703-430-3137 
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LIFE HAS CHANGED…  

BUT OUR LOVE  

REMAINS THE SAME. 

“Drive-by,  

Bye Bye.”   


