Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
Sunday School for all ages at 8:30 a.m.
Fellowship time with refreshments at 9:30 a.m.

December Calendar at a Glance
1

Communion Sunday
“A Disciples Path” Class

7:00 pm

4

“Senior Legal Matters” Presentation 7:00 pm

7

Charge Conference at Andrew Chapel 10:00 am
DUMC Volunteer Day at the Closet

8

Bells Ring!
“A Disciples Path” Class

7:00 pm

11

Lunch Bunch (Area wide group) 11:30 am

12

Community Coffee & Conversation 9:30 am
Acrylic Painting workshop 9:45 am – 11:30 am

15

Cantata in worship
Even 3 Others Food Collection for LINK
Council Meeting after worship

24

Christmas Eve Service

7:00 pm

➢ Prayer groups meet every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m.. No evening prayer group in Dec.
➢ Bible Study is held on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. and Thursday at 2:30 p.m.
** Due to Christmas and New Year’s holidays, there will be no prayer group or bible
studies for two weeks, Dec. 23 thru Jan 3.

Picture of the Month –
Our Fearless Leaders for the
Operation Christmas Child Mission
Donald Stevens, Donna & Dave Carlo
952 boxes packed and they look calm
and cool! Many thanks.

BEING PRESENT DURING ADVENT
The weeks leading up to Christmas can be super busy and very stressful. Let me
suggest that, instead of adding some new practice for the season (We have too many things
to do already.), maybe we could be more intentional about being present in what we already
do. I say this because I am coming to realize more and more that we encounter God as much
(and probably more) in our everyday activities as in special worship services or times meant
to be especially “spiritual.” After all, most of our days are spent doing “ordinary” things.
This idea of encountering God in everyday life is certainly not an original thought (I
don’t think I have ever had one.). Centuries ago, the Celts recognized the importance of
interacting with God during all the activities of their days. They prayed when lighting a
cooking fire, launching their fishing boats, milking the cows, and everything else they did.
Many of those prayers have been collected and published.
During Advent, maybe we can be in the moment as we light the Advent candles, sing a
hymn, read the Scripture, and do all the other things we do during our worship services.
When we do our Christmas shopping, go to parties at work or in the community, visit friends
and family (as we invariably do this time of year) or whatever else might be your tradition,
let’s enjoy the time we have, stay in the present and not concern ourselves with all the other
things we have to do. Maybe, like the Celts, we can offer up a prayer as we set out for the
mall, parties, or wherever we go. If so, we may have a greater sense of the sacred and realize
that thoughts of God shouldn’t be limited to Sunday mornings or our “quiet times.”
My prayer for all of us is that we may encounter Christ in the ordinary this season and
throughout the year.
Merry Christmas and God Bless,
Bill

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
For the past three months, a short class on spiritual practices has been held after
Sunday worship on the last Sunday of the month. The idea is to give those interested
some opportunities to grow in faith by engaging in different spiritual activities.
Starting in September, the first class was on lectio divina, which means “sacred
reading.” This is a technique for praying the Scriptures. No prior Bible background is
necessary. Through lectio divina a person can sense God’s leading by slowly and
carefully reading a designated short passage of Scripture, allowing the voice of God to
speak through the passage and to respond in prayer or other action to God’s leading.
In October, we learned and practiced The Jesus Prayer. The words of the prayer
are, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” The prayer is usually
repeated multiple times; often incorporating rhythmic breathing. If prayed often enough
for long enough periods of time, the prayer becomes almost second nature. It is a way
of growing closer to Christ while creating a sense of peace and calm.
The November class took a different approach. We spent time looking at The
United Methodist Hymnal; considering how it is both a worship resource and a theology
book. We considered how it helps us sing our faith in all seasons and in all
circumstances. Orders of worship for Sundays, Baptisms, Holy Communion, weddings
and funerals were also discussed.
The idea of every class will be to introduce skills that persons can use on Sundays
or in their personal times of worship. The practices are introduced and repeated several
times in class. Please feel free to join us on December 29 when we practice The
Examen, a prayer practice developed by Ignatius of Loyola and the Jesuits.

Help Out DUMC while you shop!
Christmas Shopping...remember Amazon Smile! Remember to log into Amazon Smile when
shopping on Amazon.com this Christmas Season. A percentage of your purchase proceeds
are donated to Dranesville UMC. Smile!!

Thank Yous and Blessings
Gratitude: Thank you to the Youth for the delicious homemade applesauce!
Thank you for all those who helped in "Hanging the Greens" on December 1st.
Thank you to everyone who participated in Mission activities in November.

Coming Up at Dranesville UMC
December 2019
December 4th Special “Senior Legal Matters” Presentation 7:00 pm
In lieu of our standard Caregiver Group meeting, we will have Mr. Ed Zetlin, Attorney at Law
specializing in Elder legal matters join us to share information about important legal
considerations that need to be addressed for aging or ill individuals and their families or
caregivers. Mr. Zetlin has been practicing law since 1986 and is a regular contributor to the
Golden Gazette newsletter.
Topics will include wills, probate, advance directives, power of attorney, navigating trusts,
IRS, benefits and more. Please bring questions for an open discussion.
This is a free community presentation so please invite family, friends or neighbors.
Where: Dranesville UMC Fellowship Hall
Date/Time: December 4, 2019 7:00 pm
December 7th

Church Charge Conference at Andrew Chapel 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
DUMC Volunteer Day at the Closet - help for any amount of time between
10 am and 5 pm. E-mail: rbpense@comcast.net

December 11th 11:30 am Lunch Bunch (area wide group)
Location: Bungalow Lakehouse, 46116 Lake Center Plaza, Sterling, VA 20166
December 12th Kids Connection—Christmas Gifts due
Thank you for claiming all of the tags for 30 youth. Please bring the gifts wrapped and
securely tagged by December 12th to the church.
December 15th Even 3 Others Collection
Because of Christmas week, we’ll do our Even 4 Others collection on the third Sunday this
month. Please bring in non-perishable food items, toiletries, cleaning supplies, diaper and
baby donations for LINK which provides food and support on an emergency basis to people in
need. You can put donations in the large collection box across from the church office
anytime. Thank you for your support.

December 24th

Christmas Eve Service

7:00 pm

MISSION UPDATE
Kids Konnection Youth Gifts: Kids Konnection is a Southeast Washington
Sidewalk Ministry which Dranesville has been supporting for a number of
years. We received 30 Kids Konnection youth this year to show our love
and support with some Christmas gifts. All 30 tags were claimed! Thank you.
Please bring the gifts wrapped and securely tagged by December 12th to the
church. Our Kids Konnection tree will be set up in the Fellowship Hall.
On behalf of a very grateful Kids Konnection Ministry--Merry Christmas!

THE CLOSET
DUMC’s Assigned Day at The Closet is Saturday, December 7. If you can help for any amount
of time between 10 am and 5 pm, please let Roberta Pense know (rbpense@comcast.net).
The Closet Is Part of Herndon’s WinterMkt. The Closet will have a booth at Herndon’s
WinterMarkt, a German open-air Christmas market, featuring German food, music and
German or Christmas themed items for sale on the Herndon Town Green on Saturday,
December 14, 12 noon - 8 pm. This is the first time this market is being held, so come check it
out! Feel like you are in Germany without leaving town!
If you would like to volunteer at The Closet that day (so staff can work the booth), please
contact The Closet manager, Pat Rhoads at (703) 437-7652 . All help would be appreciated!
Santa is Coming to The Closet! Santa will be at The Closet on Monday, December 9, 10 am 4 pm. Bring your cameras or cellphones and get a picture with Santa! Children under 12 on
the “nice” list will receive a treat.
Holiday Hours. Store and Donation hours will change as follows:
• Tuesday, Dec. 24 closing at noon, and reopening regular hours on Thursday, Dec. 26
• Tuesday, Dec. 31 closing at noon and reopening regular hours on Thursday, January 2
Giving Back to the Community. Please remember that when you donate, volunteer and shop
at The Closet, you help The Closet give to the local community. The Closet recently awarded
over $20,000 in grants to seven local non-profit organizations which support the members of
the greater Herndon community. These organizations are Cornerstones, Fellowship Square,
Herndon-Reston FISH, Meridians Recovery, Mobile Hope of Loudoun, South Lakes High School
PTSA Food Pantry, and Herndon Woman’s Club in support of Wreaths Across America. The
Closet thanks these organizations for their service to the community and is glad to be able to
support their work.

Celebrating Mission – November was a banner month for DUMC!
LINK Food Drive – November 9
On November 9th, a rather cold Saturday, we had a dedicated group help support our food
collection in front of the North Point Giant for the LINK food pantry. We had a Cub Scout, Boy
Scout, Venture Scout and 2 Girl Scouts help with the collection.

So many bags of food were collected that they overfilled our Even 4 Others bin and lined the
hallway at the church. We collected 1,305 food pantry items and $147 in donations for LINK
helping to fill the shelves leading into the holidays!!
College Connection
We had a successful cookie packing event on Sunday, November 24th. Thank you to everyone
who contributed. Each student received a delicious variety of cookies this year, along with a
bookmark that doubles as an Advent devotional guide (with suggested scripture readings and
thought provoking reflection questions). Each student also got a personal card with an
individual message of scripture and encouragement.
This ministry is about more than candy and cookies. It is about pointing the youth to Jesus
and making them feel loved and remembered. Thank you to Linda Strahan for organizing and
to everyone who contributed.
Our next mailing will take place in February.

Operation Christmas Child at DUMC – a Big Success!
DUMC packed 952 boxes to spread Christmas joy and a message of hope to children around
the world! The packing event brought many congregation and community members to the
church on November 16th to support this mission. The “Greatest” DUMC Talent Show with a
collection to support OCC shipping costs was amazing and fun! Thank you everyone who
participated.

The stage is set – ready for packing.

We call this photo “Pure Joy”!

Do you every wonder how a small church can spread God’s love to 952 children?
It takes a village! Lots of joyful and useful items to fill boxes, building boxes, packing boxes,
quality checking, stacking,loading, transporting and more.

Many thanks to EVERYONE who supported Operation Christmas Child in every way!

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
BEGIN AT 8:30 A.M.

The Gleaners Sunday School
The Gleaners Sunday school class will be listening to “On This Holy Night: The Heart of
Christmas” for the next four Sundays of Advent. Six Christian authors share from a unique
perspective the details that reveal God's love in the gift of a baby who would forever change
the world. From these authors, we hear the message God wants us to hear: God loves you.
God is with you. God is in every detail of your life. Please join us in the Library at 8:30 a.m. on
Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please contact Dave
Hitchings dghitchings@verizon.net

Middle School and High School aged Sunday School - classes are held in the youth rooms.
Children's Sunday School Class: Please join our class at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday as we are learning to
use God's most glorious gift to us--the Bible! (Bibles are provided)

DEVOTIONAL & INSPIRATIONAL READINGS AVAILABLE
In lieu of a specific devotional for everyone to read/study during Advent and other times,
there are many devotional and inspirational readings in on the book shelves in the main
hallway. Please feel free to take, read, and return so that others may benefit from them.

ISRAEL PILGRIMAGE - NOVEMBER 2020
Bible Land Exploration – a marvelous opportunity!
The pastor will lead a pilgrimage to Israel from November 9-18, 2020. Brochures and
registration materials are available for persons interested in the trip. In addition to
information in the brochure, here are some things to consider:
*This is a spiritual pilgrimage, not a typical tourist vacation. Most of our time will be spent
visiting sites which are closely linked to various events in the Bible. Most of the sites are
connected with the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
*To enhance our visits to various sites, pilgrims will be invited and encouraged to prepare
appropriate Scripture readings, prayers, hymns, or whatever they wish to share at the site of
their choice. There will be some type of observance at almost every site. Please see the
pastor for assistance in preparing your devotional.
*Many of the sites have been unchanged for centuries. This means that there are few
handrails and other aids to which we may be accustomed. While we will travel to various
sites aboard a comfortable motor coach, it is imperative that pilgrims be fit to walk a total of
up to five miles (at a leisurely pace) each day.
*While there is a schedule of payments and the first deposit is not due until January 9, spaces
on these pilgrimages fill quickly. Persons who are firm in their intent to travel should register
as early as possible. There is also a reduction in price for early registrations as well as a
discount for payment in cash.
*Pilgrims should have a current passport which will not expire for at least a year after
returning to the United States. No visa is required.
*While most pilgrims will be traveling with their spouse, persons who will travel
unaccompanied are encouraged to find a roommate. If a roommate cannot be arranged,
please see the pastor for help in avoiding the single room charge.
*While you probably will not need travel insurance, if you do, it will be worth every penny.
Please consider purchasing it.
This promises to be a very memorable experience. Pilgrims will never look at the Bible
the same again. They will see the places they have only read and heard about. There is a
special sense of the sacred that cannot be described or otherwise conveyed to persons who
have not experienced a pilgrimage. Please prayerfully consider this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

