
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March Calendar at a Glance 
 

   4   Caregiver Group Meeting    7:00 pm      

   7   DUMC Volunteer Day at The Closet 

   8      Brunch after worship served by the Youth Group    

           SPRC meeting after worship 

  11     Lunch Bunch (Area wide group) 11:30 am,  Mookies BBQ, Great Falls 

  12     Community Coffee  9:30 -11:30 am 

  15     Bells Ring! 

  18     Wednesday Night Dinner      6:00 pm 

  22     Youth Group  3:00 pm 

  24   DUMC Volunteer Day at The Closet 

  28     Youth Mental Health First Aid Class  9 am - 5pm 

 
➢ Prayer groups meet every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. and at 5:00 p.m. 
➢ Bible Study is held on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. and Thursdays at 2:30 p.m. 

 
 

Picture of the Month….. 
 

 
 
 

This is the day that the  
Lord has made.  I will  
rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Photo submitted by 
Susan Gray 
 

 

March 2020

Come worship with us on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary 
Sunday School for all ages at 8:30 a.m. 
Fellowship time with refreshments at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 



 

 When I was a kid, there was a TV commercial for a new breakfast cereal which showed 
three young boys sitting at the table one morning.  The two older boys were debating 
whether or not to try this cereal to see if they would like it.  One of them said, “Give it to 
Mikey.  He won’t eat anything.”  Their thought was that, if the cereal didn’t taste good, 
Mikey, the youngest brother, would quickly let them know.  As it turned out, Mikey tried the 
cereal and proceeded to “chow down.”  The older brothers were amazed and began to try it 
for themselves. 
 

 In my younger years, when it came to spiritual practices, I was “Mikey.”  Most of these 
activities didn’t interest me in the least; so I wouldn’t try them.  They seemed too vague and 
“touchy feely.”  I was much more interested in activities which seemed to have clearer 
objectives.  Bible study, for example, was an intellectual activity; a way to learn more about 
God as described in specific parts of Scripture.  Mission work usually involved a project with a 
clear goal - build a wheelchair ramp, feed hungry folks, raise money for a mission in some 
other part of the world, etc.   
 

 During my last few years on active duty, before going to divinity school, I began to give 
some other spiritual practices a try.  Like Mikey, I discovered that, not only did I like them, but 
I appreciated the chance to go deeper spiritually in new ways.  In recent years, I have been 
exposed to and tried many more practices.  As the number increased, I discovered those 
which are a better fit with my temperament and personality and those which don’t resonate 
with me now. 
 

 I have practiced ways to pray the Scriptures rather than read them simply for 
information.  The Jesus Prayer, which is prayed extensively in the Orthodox Church, has 
proven to be a practice which provides a sense of calm and helps me feel closer to God.  
Writing my prayers in a journal has been a good way to see my thoughts on paper and go 
back later to see how God has answered my prayers.   
 

 Fasting is a practice which I have engaged in infrequently with mixed results.  
Sometimes I felt like I was growing deeper in my faith when, rather than devote time and 
attention to food, I spent it in prayer or reading Scripture instead. 
 

 Centering prayer, where one simply sits silently in the presence of God, has been the 
toughest for me.  I have been unable to calm my mind as much as I believe I should for this to 
be beneficial.  Maybe I am focusing too much on some kind of result when all I need to do is 
just be in God’s presence. 
 

 The bottom line is that engaging in various spiritual practices has made a major change 
in my sense of spiritual well-being.  I have learned practices that may be used in different 
situations.   
 

 As we journey through the season of Lent, now may be a good time for you to try 
something new or return to a practice that is familiar to you.  If you’d like some suggestions 
or guidance, I would be more than happy to be of assistance.        

 

GIVE IT TO MIKEY 
 

God Bless,  Bill 
 



Dranesville Vision Update                                 submitted by Bill Owens 

  

At its February 23rd meeting, the Church Council appointed a committee to develop a vision 
statement for Dranesville UMC.  Committee members include: Pastor Bill Heinzman, Beth 
Hitchings, Bill Bliven, Sallie Gibbs, Linda Strahan, Bill Owens and Rick Ector. A key input will be 
the thoughts of the congregation collected during our recent discussion groups.  
 

The committee will also be reviewing information collected as part of our revitalization 
process, and will look at the vision statements of select, other churches to see what might be 
useful in crafting a vision for our church. 
 

_________________________  ________________________ 
 

              March 18th at 6:00 pm      
Come enjoy Corned Beef and Cabbage, potatoes and soda bread.  May the luck of the Irish be 

with you!  As always, friends and neighbors are welcome.  Desserts to share are appreciated.     
 

_____________________________ _________________________
 

The Youth will be hosting a brunch for the congregation after worship on March 8th.   
 

March 8th and 23rd are the next two meetings for the youth group.   
 

The Youth Group will be making “intention” bracelets to sell.  Each bracelet has a word or 
small phrase stamped into a washer and strung with a purple, blue, red, or black cord.  More 
information will follow if you are interested in purchasing one. 
 

_________________________ College Connections _________________________
 

   
 

   The first College Connections mailing of 2020 

was sent to 12 students immediately prior to 

Valentines. Several of the students messaged 

back that they were very appreciative of the 

contents. 

   Each student received fun checklist 

stationary, along with Valentines pencils, 

glitter hearts, Ghirardelli Chocolates, Hersey’s 

kisses, Dove chocolate hearts, Pixi sticks, taffy, 

Teas, and hot chocolate, Starbuck’s gift 

cards,  Chapstick,  and a personal Valentines 

card.    Thanks to all of the packers! 
 

 



____________________________ Stewardship 101  __________________________ 
 

The purpose of this article is not that you will know more after reading it - but that you 
will live differently!  Let me ask you a personal question - "What is Your Relationship to 
your "stuff'”?  Jay Link* suggests that we answer this question as a stool with three legs 
upon which the answer is balanced. 

The first "leg" of the stool is the fact that God owns everything because He created 
everything.  King David tells us in Psalm 24:1, "The earth is the Lord's and all it 
contains, the world, and those who dwell in it."  Not only did God create everything 
that exists, He used all his own materials to build it.  If we build something, we may 
claim it is ours, but if we use someone else's materials to build it, then the owner of 
the materials can lay some claim to it as well. 

The second "leg" of the stool is the fact that not only did God create us, but He also 
redeemed us from slavery to the prince of this world through the death of His son, 
Jesus Christ.  The word redeem that Paul used is no longer commonly used today.  If 
you remember Green Stamps, you will remember that you got so many stamps when 
you bought groceries and then you licked them and put them in a book and then you 
redeemed them.  God was willing to redeem us by offering the blood of his own Son, 
so that He again could own us.  God owns us twice - once because he created us and 
the second time because He brought us back because we were lost. 

The final "leg" is that we own nothing.  We are called by God to be stewards, carrying 
out the Owner's wishes for His property.  It is at this point that we need to come to 
grips with the terribly misused and abused concept of stewardship. 

Before we focus on what "stewardship" does mean, let me tell you what it does not 
mean.  It has nothing to do with a capital campaign.  It is not a synonym for tithing. 

A steward is "a person who manages another’s property or financial affairs: one who 
administers anything as an agent of another or others, a manager."  So, for us to be 
"stewards for God" we must acknowledge that all we are and all we have possession of 
belongs to Him.  We are charged with managing His property according to His wishes. 

Tithing has to do with what you give; stewardship has to do with what you keep.  It's 
about how you manage everything you have been entrusted to oversee.  What most 
people miss is that stewardship is more about how you manage what is left over after 
you give than it is about what you give.  Stewardship is about your relationship to 
your stuff.  You are not the owner; you are merely the caretaker of somebody else's 
property.  It's our job to manage it according to the Owner's wishes. 

When we realize that all we have is God's, and we are the managers, our prayer is that 
our whole concept of "giving" will change.  May God bless you as a manager of His 
"stuff”. 

                                             Our thanks to Tommy Herndon and the staff of the Virginia UMC Development  
                                            Company for providing the information for this article. 



_____________________________ Mark Your Calendar ______________________________ 
 
April 4 – I Love My Church Day   Come help out with all sorts of improvements around the 
church.  Big and little, inside and outside tasks to suit every skill level.  No experience 
required.  Lunch will be provided.   

 

 _________________________  M I S S I O N  U P D A T E   _______________________ 
 

T H E  C L O S E T  
 

2019 Distributions. The Closet recently made grants to the following organizations: Family 
PASS, Helping Hungry Kids, Herndon-Reston FISH, Kids R First, Loudoun Literacy Council, 
Northern Virginia Dental Clinic, Second Story, and A Simple Gesture. During 2019 
The Closet donated over $113,000 to local charities, provided $30,000 in college scholarships 
and provided over $104,000 in free clothing and essential household goods to those in need. 
Thanks to our donors, shoppers, volunteers and employees for enabling The Closet able to 
give back to the local community! 
  
Volunteers Needed. Spring is just around the corner! The Closet will begin moving spring 
merchandise to the sales floor soon as the winter clothing inventory is reduced. 
The Closet needs additional volunteers throughout March from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday and 5:00-8:00 on Mondays and Thursdays to transform the store during 
this “rolling seasonal changeover.” Your help will be much appreciated. Duties may include 
assisting in the store, restocking throughout the day, and the usual behind the scenes 
labeling, pricing, hanging, etc. Please check-in with Store Manager Pat Rhoads when you 
arrive at The Closet.  She can assign you to one of the tasks that needs to be accomplished for 
a successful “rolling changeover.” Thank you in advance for your support. 
  
Construction Status.  The Closet thanks everyone for their patience and understanding while 
the donation intake area construction is occurring. While we are sorry for any inconvenience 
that it may have caused, we expect the changes to be worth it. Please check The Closet’s 
website,  http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/, or Facebook page for status updates. 
  
Donation Needs.  The Closet is in need of gently used children’s clothing and shoes. If you 
have any that you no longer need, please consider donating them to The Closet. Thank you 
for your generosity. 
 
DUMC’s Volunteer Dates at The Closet for the month of March are: 
Saturday, March 7 
Tuesday, March 24 
  

However you can volunteer anytime, 8 am -5 pm, Monday - Saturday. As long as you sign-in 
on the volunteer computer, DUMC gets credit. 

http://theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/


        
 
The Gleaners Sunday School Class  -   Studying the The Gospel Collection. This video series is the first-
ever word-for-word adaptation of the gospels using the original narrative as its script.  
Please join us in the Library at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday morning.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Dave Hitchings dghitchings@verizon.net 
 

 Open Door Adult Sunday School Class:   

 
Middle School and High School aged Sunday School - classes are held in the youth rooms. 
We are continuing the “Following Jesus” study.     “Following Jesus – Steps to a Passionate Faith” - 

First produced by Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church, this 12-session study is perfect for groups 

just beginning their faith walk or for anyone looking for a deeper foundation. Following Jesus leads 

students to rediscover Jesus, grow in the spirit and learn to live in faith and in service to the church, 

community and world. 

 
Children's Sunday School Class: Please join our class at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday as we are 

learning to use God's most glorious gift to us--the Bible! (Bibles are provided) Please see an 

usher to notify the teacher. 
 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  

BEGIN AT 8:30 A.M. 

A new Disciple’s Path class is underway, meeting Tuesday nights at 7 PM in the class next to the 

Library. The hope is that this class will eventually be taken by all members of the congregation.   

mailto:dghitchings@verizon.net


  Community Coffee and Conversation -Thursday, March 12, 2020   

When: Thursday, March 12th   9:30-11:30 am  (Drop-ins fine)  

Where: Dranesville UMC, 1089 Liberty Meeting Court, Herndon, 20170  
Open to all members and community.  A casual get-together to meet or catch up with 

neighbors and friends. Coffee, tea and light refreshments will be served in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

We are going to try our hand at playing cards.  We might try to learn “hearts” or “bridge”, but 
may end up playing a game of fish or crazy eights!  Come play with us. 

 
Youth Mental Health First Aid Class  - March 28 

DUMC will be hosting a Youth Mental Health First Aid Workshop on Saturday, March 

28th.  This will be an 8 hour training designed for anyone who interacts with young people 

ages 12 - 25. The class is almost full, but if you are interested in attending this class, please 

talk to or e-mail Candi Heinzman at candiheinzman@yahoo.com 

 

L U N C H  O U T  W I T H  F R I E N D S   

The next meet up for this area-wide “Lunch Bunch” will be at 11:30 am on Wednesday, March 

11th at Mookie’s BBQ in Great Falls (1141 Walker Road, Great Falls, 22066).   No need to 

RSVP.  Come join us for “Lunch with the Bunch”!  

 

Easter Flower Order 

Look for order forms in the bulletins on the next few Sundays.      We are offering Tulips (3 
bulbs / 4” pot) and Daffodils tete-a-tete (3 bulbs / 4” pot) from Betty’s Azalea Ranch  for 
$4.50 each. They will be placed in the sanctuary for Easter Sunday. You can purchase in 
thanksgiving, in honor, or in memory of a loved one.  Yellow (mini) daffodils and  tulip colors 
will be based on availability.   
Order  by March 22nd.  If you’d like to place an order, please fill in the order form below, 
attach your check made payable to DUMC, note in memo section (Easter flowers) and place it 
in the offering plate.   Flowers will be available to take home following the Easter service. 

 
Blessings and Thank Yous: 
 

72 years of LOVE:  Willard and Gertrude Gardner celebrated their 72nd wedding anniversary 
on Feb. 26, 2020.  Congratulations!   Would you like to drop Williard and Gertrude a card to 
just say “hello”?  Here is their address:  113 Lakeland Drive, Sterling, VA  20164-8604 
 
Something New:   The Narthex doors are being replaced.  Thanks to the Trustees and all of 
the dedicated helpers who are working on this project. 
 

mailto:candiheinzman@yahoo.com


 

  

    
Delicious Shrove Tuesday spread                Donna with her adorable granddaughter 
                    Thanks for the meals! 
 

        
 
  Break time for the new narthex door installers             Some guests joined Shrove Tuesday supper 

 

 



                
 

                 
 
 

                     
  

 


